HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1943
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult
to read. Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert
“[?]” indicates that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few
cases, the author of a typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it
should be clear from the context that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { }
to enclose hand-written marginal notes in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose
footnotes in the original material. Throughout, I have corrected obvious typos but have
not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect the culture of the times and places.
Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN RECORD” are verbatim
transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read them.
SUMMARY
The war really was hitting home during 1943. In one poignant letter from his cabin on
Moxie Pond, Joseph Rohr relates receiving news that his son’s ship had been torpedoed
in the early morning hours in the North Atlantic with no hope of survivors. Myron Avery,
now working back in Washington, D.C. but still residing in Tarrytown, New York, was
promoted from Lieutenant Commander to Commander. This year saw the smallest
number of documents in this transcription record.
War rationing of food really impacted the sporting camps and rationing of gasoline hit
their customers as well as Trail maintainers. Of course, the draft also reduced available
workers and Avery had great difficulty hiring anyone to work on the Trail. Some of the
sporting camps along the Trail did not open at all. Bates College was affected by the War
in a number of ways and the Outing Club suspended maintenance of its section of the
Trail for the duration.
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Avery once again scheduled a work trip, this time for the Barren-Chairback Range where
logging had impacted the Trail in 1941-2. Five Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
members worked in late August and early September but Avery himself was unable to
obtain leave.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 6, 1943. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
We had a number of weeks ago some very cold weather down here. I am wondering just
how low the thermometer went at Moxie Pond.
I have not received any response to what I did in connection with your suggestion about
the iron pipe at the fish hatchery. I thought that the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Game might still have some interest in this, so I wrote to them.
About three months ago my station was changed from New York City to Washington. I
commute back and forth weekends and get to Tarrytown about three times a month.
It looks to me like a very long siege and I am afraid it will be a very considerable time
before we find ourselves at Moxie Pond again.
I shall certainly have to think about getting some trail work done next year if it is at all
possible. I probably could not have done anything else but I did wait, hoping that Mr.
Gallagher might have some opportunity, since he knew exactly what we wanted done.
I shall be glad to hear from you at some time and to know what is happening around
Moxie Pond. I will appreciate your keeping your eyes open for anybody who would be in
a position to do some trail work.
January 6, 1943. Myron Avery to Honorable George J. Stobie, Commissioner of
Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr, Stobie:
I am writing this letter as a conduit for one of our people in the vicinity of Moxie Pond,
who is much interested in the Trail. This man has asked me to call attention to the castiron pipe extending for over a mile which runs from the old fish hatchery to Mosquito
Pond. This is 6” pipe and is above the ground. My correspondent was very much
impressed by the hunt for scrap metals and felt that this was something which should be
utilized.
I do not know whether your Department still has any interest in the hatchery and whether
you would consider this to be your property or if it has been abandoned. However,
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because of your interest, I thought it desirable to bring the matter to your attention so that
you could take any appropriate action. You, of course, are familiar with the locality
which is reached by a narrow dirt road on the east shore of Moxie Pond, extending south
from the outlet of the Pond near The Forks.
January 6, 1943. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Jr., Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
Your letter of December 18th has just come to hand. There was a decided misunderstanding on what you wanted. If we had taken you at your word and ordered a
dozen shears, we would have had something on our hands. I have looked at your letter
and I see now that what we read as "clippers” was meant as “dippers”. We speak of the
shears as clippers and always call the other things "cups”, so what you had in mind didn't
register.
A dozen cups have gone forward to you. Let us know if you don't get them. Since we are
sending them and as the other dozen went quickly, I think we had better be on the liberal
side and send a dozen and a half.
I was much interested to hear that Judkins was with you on the Trail work. He certainly
gets around. He was with our party on Mt. Bigelow and he does put in a real day's work. I
wonder how many of us will be going as strong as he is at his age.
There is very little new down here. I get back to Tarrytown about three times a month. I
had to go down to eastern Maine a short time ago but the cold wave had passed. It was
not down to your 25 degrees below but it was pretty tough on the coast.
Most of the younger fellows in the Trail club are in service and Trail activities are spread
pretty thin.
I heard from Dyer out in Colorado and learned that the A.M.C. crew had rebuilt the
shelter at Davis Pond in the Northwest Basin. They went in by way of Wassataquoik and
that is probably why nothing was heard from them.
The scraps of paper which you sent in were good for 133 names. If the notebook in the
cylinder lasts through the winter, we ought to get some good records next summer of the
number of people who get to Katahdin. The interest will be in the small number. I don't
know whether there was an extra notebook when you picked up the cylinder, but if you
are still around and go up next summer, I think it would be well to bring down the present
notebook and put in a new one. I have a super-cylinder about 6" x 4“ to take up there
when the war is over - which will probably be as soon as my next trip to the area.
I hope you will let us know how things are coming on and whether there is any present
indication of your being called back to service.
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I certainly hope that they get the beaver on the Trail between the West Branch and
Rainbow.
Tell your mother that her friends in Washington send their best regards and that some day
we will be at Daicey Pond again.
We are very grateful to you for what you did to help with the Trail and since you will not
permit us to make any payment, we shall have to do it in other ways. There is, of course,
no bill on these cups either.
January 15, 1943. Myron Avery to Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine.
Gentlemen:
To insure the books being returned within the allotted time, I have sent direct to you from
Washington two books borrowed for me by the Tarrytown Library. These are as follows:
Augusta, and Hallowell on the Kennebec Coast of Maine, by Chamberlain.
In my spare time I am trying to prepare some material on Mt. Bigelow, which is easily
Maine's second mountain. I should like to develop its historical background. I wonder if
you could let me know what books, such as county histories, might furnish some
information on the matter.
I shall very much appreciate any information which you can give me. I understand that
the mountain takes its name from Major Bigelow of the Arnold Expedition, who is
reputed to have climbed it. If he left a diary, I have not ascertained its whereabouts. I
shall very much appreciate any suggestions which you may have in the matter.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery Lieutenant Commander, U.S.N.R.
The Appalachian Trail Conference,
800 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Copy to Warner Library, Tarrytown, N.Y., Attention - Mrs. Warren
January 18, 1943. Myron Avery to Honorable Raymond Rendall, Forest
Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
As a spare time diversion I have thought of preparing an article on Mt. Bigelow which I
am sure you will agree is easily Maine’s second peak.
A number of years ago I wrote up for Appalachia, the Journal of the Appalachian
Mountain Club, the story of running the monument line across Katahdin. It is referred to
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in the Katahdin section of the Maine Guide. Perhaps you have seen it. Much of my source
material was drawn from the reports of the surveyors in the Land Agent's records.
I have found that for many of the townships the first maps made are extremely interesting
and occasionally the survey notes contribute interesting material. I do not want to trouble
a busy office but in view of my inability to make a personal search, I am venturing to ask
if you could have someone examine the Land Agent's records to see what is available for
the first survey of the area covered by Bigelow. If it were possible to obtain a photostatic
copy of the surveyor's plan, I should like very much to have a photostatic copy made, at
my expense of course.
I felt that the Land Agent's records might be a very valuable source of information and
hence this inquiry.
I have found myself extremely busy since I was last in Augusta and it promises to be
even more so.
January 25, 1943. MAINE STATE LIBRARY to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:We regret that we cannot refer you to any really satisfactory material on the historical
background of Mt. Bigelow. As you probably know, there is no history of Somerset
County, and such histories of towns in the county as there are do not include those of
Flagstaff and Bigelow Plantations.
The best source book on Arnold’s Expedition to Quebec, is the MARCH TO QUEBEC,
edited by Kenneth Roberts. This includes practically all of the extant diaries of the
members of the expedition. There is no diary of Timothy Bigelow in the Collection, and
so far as we have discovered (relying on the index, and not a line by line reading of the
text) there is no mention of Bigelow’s ascent of what is now known as Bigelow Mountain,
although the mountain identified as Bigelow is twice mentioned in Arnold’s JOURNAL
OF HIS EXPEDITION TO CANADA. The biographical note on Bigelow (page 129)
makes no mention of an ascent. In this connection, the comment on the value of local
tradition (page 52, note 10) is interesting.
The tradition of Bigelow’s ascent of the mountain which bears his name is rather firmly
established, but that, of course, is no guarantee of its authenticity. Witness the unshakable
popularity of the Talleyrand-in-Maine tradition, the faith in which remains unshaken by
the trifling fact that there is nothing whatever to substantiate it and several different
places are “known” to have been the "birthplace of Talleyrand", in this state.
In our clipping book on mountains we have several press stories about Mt. Bigelow. One
of them mentions briefly several of the local traditions which have grown out of the
Bigelow-ascent one, including one that says he died on (or at the foot) of the mountain.
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As Major Bigelow was a native of Worcester, Massachusetts, it is possible that you may
be able to locate detailed biographical data about him at the library there. Perhaps there
will even be some really important source material.
Probably you will find it interesting to consult in the archives of the Forestry Department
such early maps of the Bigelow region as may be available there on the chance of
establishing the earliest date at which the name Bigelow was given to the mountain. The
mountain is listed as Bigelow in Williamson's HISTORY OF MAINE (1832). Jackson, so
far as I know, did not mention this mountain in any of his several reports on the geology
of Maine. Probably a study of the early Northeastern Boundary Maps, at the Library of
Congress, may throw some light on the first use of the name Bigelow.
January 25, 1943. Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks, Maine, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Was glad to get your letter and have been going to answer it for some time. Of course, the
road to Moxie is blocked and I have to go on snowshoes. I generally make the trip in
about one hour and thirty-five minutes, which is not bad when you consider I have to
break trail each time. We have had some pretty cold weather, mostly in Dec. and early
Jan. Temperature was 20, 30, 35 below a number of times and twice it was below. That’s
plenty cold for me. Thompson and Smedberg of Moxie are trapping beaver and one place
is down this way, about one mile east of Troutdale. They have stayed at my camp several
nights, for by so doing they can have a stopover going to the traps East of here or
returning. You see it’s quite a hike from Moxie to their traps, also the same when they
come out and I guess they are well satisfied to get into a good bed after sleeping on a bare
camp floor, for the camp they have stayed in East of here has no bed and only one old
comforter or two for bedding, thus you can see they have to keep a good fire going. One
lot of fifty six beaver pelts they sold for 1,650 and another lot of over thirty brought them
good prices. No word from Gallagher except that he is still working for M.C.R.R. and no
telling when he will be able to get to his camp. A letter from Jimmy O’Neal said he was
feeling fair but not working. You see his wife works and so he has to mind the children
when she is working. I do not know of anyone that could be available for trail cutting.
The cry up here is for men in the woods and those who are cutting birch or pulp say they
simply can’t get men. I have kept well all winter in spite of the cold and you can bet the
camp has been warm as anyone could wish. Just now I am hauling by hand sled some
wood that I had cut about fifteen minutes walk from my camp. Of course, you know what
I mean by hand sled. It’s a sled over six feet long and by keeping the trail packed down
the wood hauls pretty good. When spring comes I will have left almost enough wood for
another winter, but I want to keep well ahead on this wood business. All food in my
cellar has kept fine, no frost down there. Mr. and Mrs. Folsom are in Florida having left
here about Oct. 1 He got hooked for having deer meat in his camp in Sept., so left for
Florida, where he is living in his brother’s trailer at Daytona Beach. My older boy who is
Lieut. on a Merchant ship is having some great experiences, altho he cannot tell much
about any trip. I believe he has crossed six times now and is at present at sea. Should I
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learn of anyone available for Trail work I will let you know. Remember me to anyone of
the crowd that came over the Mt. I remember Miss Park and Miss Nichol. Can’t place the
others. I trust you keep in good health and that we may be able to see you in the near
future.
January 27, 1943. E. E. Keister, President, SHENANDOAH PUBLISHING
HOUSE STRASBURG, VIRGINIA to Dr. Jean Stephenson, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, Inc,, 808- 17th Street, N.W. Washington, D.C.
Dear Dr. Stephenson:
I am certainly sorry if we have caused you embarrassment by sending copies of the
several statement forms to the wrong persons. It has been exceedingly difficult for us to
keep the work of the several organizations separate. So often some one will write us
about "The Guide", a statement or something indefinite like that and we just have no way
of knowing just what Guide or statement covering which account is desired. Quite
recently several asked us for copy or duplicate of statement so I simply thought I would
satisfy all concerned by preparing a brief statement showing balances on each account.
We will try to keep the several accounts separate in the future, but it would be wise if you
people would, in writing, be a little bit more specific. This will help.
I have just talked with the Stover Agency again and they advise that they will change the
policies as requested, having the $3,000.00 policy now in force to cover the Maine Guide
and the Southern Guide only and then issue a separate policy of $1,500.00 for the Blue
Ridge Guide and other property of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. The new policy
is now being written and is in force now. I hope to have an invoice covering the charges
by the time this letter is typed and if so will enclose same. You may write the check in
favor of the Stover Agency and we will hand it to them,
Trusting that this is the information desired and with kindest personal regards, I am…
P.S. Since dictating the above Mr. Kitchin of the Stover Agency has returned to me the
original policy which was changed to $3,000.00 and expires on May 11. He says we
should allow the original endorsement to stand and I am enclosing second endorsement
naming the assured as The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., and the Appalachian
Trail Conference, Inc., both of which should be filed with the policy. I am also enclosing
the Stover Agency cheek of $1.45 made payable to The Appalachian Trail Conference,
which is a refund on this policy. In addition I am enclosing a new policy of $1,500.00
covering the property of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Inc,, and invoice for same.
[ First part of sentence cut off at bottom of page in original carbon.] rate will not change
until next January 26.
February 18, 1943. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Commander Avery:
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I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of January 18.
I regret that we do not have any information in the Land Office records in regard to field
notes or surveys of the area covered by Bigelow. This area is within what is known as
Bingham’s Kennebec Purchase.
February 18, 1943. Lew Ney to Marion Park. [Hand-written note]
Dear Miss Park:
Very busy with lots of irons in little fires. I will have both jobs set up. Off hand would
say would get 3500 Silver Aisles for $25.
February 22, 1943. Appalachian Trail Conference to F. C. Stover Agency, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Gentlemen:
This letter will serve to confirm my understanding that Policy 21283, N. Y. Underwriters,
insuring property of Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., and Appalachian Trail
Conference, Inc., with both named as assured, has been increased in amount from $1,500
to $3,000.
We are sorry to have to trouble so much over a minor matter but this policy represents an
important security to us. The reason why we wish to make the record clear is that the
original policy was written for $1,500. The endorsement, correcting the assured, seemed
incomplete in that while it names the increased extent of coverage, it fails to note the
premium increase and the date on which it became effective.
Kindly confirm our understanding to make this unmistakably clear.
Please note that you are to take steps to keep this policy in effect and bill us for the
premiums. It is noted this policy expires May 11, 1943, and the premium is not stated on
the policy.
Enclosed is an addressed envelope for your reply.
Very truly yours,
Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.
By______________________________________________
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
By______________________________________________
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Copy to Shenandoah Publishing House, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Schuetz
February 24, 1943. Frank L. Kitchin, F. C. Stover Agency, Strasburg, Virginia, to
The Appalachian Trail Conference, Attention Myron H. Avery
Gentlemen:
We are pleased to advise you that under date of January 15, 1943 your policy #21283
covering books (fully printed and in the process of being printed) was endorsed to
increase the original amount from $1,500.00 to $3,000.00, said endorsement showing an
additional premium of $6.83 which has been paid by you. Under date of January 26, 1943
the same policy was endorsed to show the named assured to be Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, Inc. and/or The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc. as their interest may appear.
For your information, the renewal of this policy for the full year term will carry a
premium charge of $42.98 for $3,000.00 coverage. The $6.83 additional premium noted
above was for the unexpired term of the present policy.
You may rest assured that we will keep this policy in force until such time as we receive
word from you to the contrary.
March 25, 1943. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Helon:
It has been quite some time since I have heard from you. I presume that you have had a
very busy season and that your force is somewhat short-handed and as a result you have
been moving steadily.
I am trying to get some information on the Barren-Chairback Range. Our trip to Western
Maine was quite successful, as I wrote you, but it precluded making any progress in
Eastern Maine. As I remember, we sent you accounts of what we were able to do.
The one report which I had indicated that the lumbering was very bad in blocking the
Trail around Third Mountain. I never learned whether the Seaboard kept its promise of
getting out the tops between Chairback Pond and the sag in the gap between Columbus
and Chairback. That was pretty bad.
I don’t know what next summer will bring. I am still stationed in Washington and if I am
unsuccessful in getting a more active assignment this year, when August comes - if I can
get a short furlough - I have been turning over in my mind coming into the BarrenChairback Range and staying at Long Pond to see what can be done to help with the
situation. I am wondering if you had any chance to look at the Trail in this area.
From your last letter, I Judge that Bill must be in California. We could find some money
for Trail work between Moxie Pond Lean-to and Bodfish Intervale if there was anybody
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available to do any reliable work. I hope you will keep this in mind and if you see any
opportunity, will let me know. I am afraid that if we cannot get it gone over in 1943, it
will be pretty tough.
I was reading the Portland paper last night and saw that Beveridge was planning a trip
after "lynx” with you and Roy Gray, I judge it would be somewhere in the West Branch
Ponds country. You certainly have a reputation for hunting those cats.
Do let me hear from you.
P.S. Have you noticed any metal signs at the highway crossings which the State Highway
Department put up for us in the past year?
March 25, 1943. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake
Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mrs. McDougall:
While it may seem rather early to make inquiries, I thought that I would write to you to
ask if you expected to go to your Camps this summer or if anyone would be there. I have
not had any word since you wrote me last August that you were closing down.
I am still stationed in Washington and do not know how long I will be here, I would,
however, like to keep in touch with matters and if there is any change in your plans or if
anyone goes to open up the camps, I would appreciate very much your letting me know at
the address given below.
I hope that Cecil is finding his Army experience to his liking.
With best regards from your Washington acquaintances,
{Copy via Kokadjo}
March 26, 1943. Mr. William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
It has been quite some time since I have heard from you. I used to rely on hearing from
you as to what was happening in the Barren-Chairback area. I am wondering just what
the Seaboard did last fall and where they cut during the winter. The last word that I had
from you indicated that they were moving in on Barren Mountain. If this happened, it
probably would block a good deal of the Trail.
Last summer, as I wrote you, we succeeded in getting a little time and with about ten
people did some Trail work in Western Maine. I do not know what this year will bring. I
am stationed at Washington at the present time. If this assignment continues and I do not
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succeed in getting this year into any more active field, if I get any sort of time off, I am
turning over in my mind coming up your way. Whether this will materialize and how
many people, if any, would still be able to come remains to be seen. It is all very
indefinite.
I would appreciate your letting me hear from you as to what is happening in the area.
With best regards to you and Mrs. Dore from your Washington friends,…
March 26, 1943. Mr. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
I suppose that this note will find you in Milo. It has been quite a while since I have heard
anything from you and I am wondering what has happened during the last year in your
country. We did not get much information from any Trail traveler as to how matters stood
in the Barren-Chairback area. I never learned whether the Seaboard made good to any
extent on their promise of getting out the tree tops in the Trail.
If you could let me know what has happened recently there and what the Seaboard is
doing, I should greatly appreciate it.
Last fall, as I perhaps told you, I succeeded on short notice in getting a few days’ leave.
We took about a dozen people and did some work on the Mt. Bigelow section in Western
Maine where it was badly needed.
1 have been stationed in Washington since September after my return from that trip. I get
back to my home in Tarrytown for a day about twice a month. I do not know what this
year will bring or where I will be. If I am still in Washington and if I rate a few days’
leave, I hope that I will be able to get up to the Barren-Chairback area. I might be able to
bring a few people - it all depends upon the situation here and transportation. We would
probably divide our time between your camps and Mr. Dore's in order to work both
sections of the mountain.
This is all very uncertain and is not much more than a statement of what we would like to
do and where we would like to be. I suppose that the restrictions last year must have been
pretty tough on you and you are probably not looking forward to any particularly
promising season.
I would like to hear from you and know what you have in mind for this year. With best
regards to you and Mrs. Perham,
P.S. Was anything done in the way of opening up The Hermitage?
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April 4, 1943. William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I have written you several times in the past year and I don’t understand why you should
not have received my letters. In them I told you Third Mt. of the Chairback Range, the
trail would have to be cleared and repainted. I know for I have been Clerk for them at the
Chairback Camp since last Oct. I will have to clear my side trail through Wilder Swamp
as the Spruce has been cut there, but Barren Mt. and 4th Mt. is still clear.
I don’t know as I shall run the camps this year or not, rationing is so stiff up here it is
next to impossible to get the necessary things we need and the board tells me I would
have to have an average of seven persons to get a ration permit. Will write you later if I
open this year.
April 15, 1943. Myron Avery, Hotel Claridge, Wahington, D.C., to Fred Best, Park
Slope, Mountainside, Westfield, New Jersey.
Dear Fred:
I have had a volunteer to do more painting on the Maine signs. I am wondering if you
would be in a position to box up the remaining white boards. They would go to Miss
Alice G. Brown, 5709 Pimlico Road, Baltimore, Maryland. I would appreciate very much
their being sent prepaid and you letting me know the cost so that I can reimburse you. I
am writing now to ask when you think the signs could go forward. On having your
advices, I would give you definite word.
April 15, 1943. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Helon:
I have your letter of March 30th. It is good to hear from you.
Dore has just written me that he is doubtful as to whether he will be able to open next
year. I certainly hope so, for if things break so that we can get any time, as I wrote you,
we are going to try to get to the Barren-Chairback Range.
I also hope that you will get a chance to look it over as soon as weather conditions permit
in order to size up the work for us. There were quite a few down logs on Barren last
summer.
Also, if you see any opportunity to get any of the clearing which Bill did two years ago
done, do not let it get away from us. We can put in about the same amount of money as
two years ago, perhaps a little more.
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I am glad to know that Bill is in the Navy. He has certainly chosen the right Service. He
is young but it will be a remarkable schooling for him.
Your story about the lynx interested us very much. I am suggesting to Trailway News
Editor that she use it as an item of A.T. use, but I wanted to ask what you meant by
"lynx”. Do you mean the big fellow or the smaller bobcat. If it is the big fellow, isn’t that
pretty rare?
Be sure to let us know of anything which happens up in that area.
Copy to Mr. Heard, Miss Stephenson
April 15, 1943. Myron Avery to Wm. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
Your letter of April 4th certainly reached me. I do not understand what could have
happened to the other letter.
I note that you are clerking at the camp at Chairback Pond. I judge that there has not been
any other camp built. I am interested to know that Barren Mountain and Fourth are still
clear. I imagine that things are pretty bad on Third.
I certainly hope that things work out that you are able to run your camps, for if we are
fortunate enough to get any time off, we had planned to see you. The camp industry is a
big thing for the State and it may be that some special arrangements will be put through.
I hope you will bear in mind to let me know what you decide to do.
With best regards from your acquaintances in Washington…
April 15, 1943. Marion Park to Lew Ney, Box 10, Station G, New York City.
Dear Mr. Ney:
I have your postal card in regard to the type for the Silver Aisle. I asked Mr. Avery what
he wanted to do about it and he said to tell you that if you would run 5,000 exactly for
$30.00, for you to go ahead, but he wants you to be sure to correct the mistake which
appeared in the first run, about which we wrote you, and also to indicate somewhere on
the leaflet that it is a "second edition".
On April 9, 1943, I wrote you in reply to your letter and sent you a check for $4.52,
explaining about the remaining $4.00.
Will you please let us know if you will run the 5,000 and also if you have made the
correction and indicated that it is a second running of the leaflet?

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1943 – Compiled by David Field – Page 13

April 19, 1943. Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps, Milo, Maine, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yes we are in Milo at present expect to go to camp May 20th.
There wasn’t any work done on the trail last yr. In regard to the tree tops on Columbus
and Chairback from our blue trail. The fellow that stayed at Seaboard Camp a mile above
our camps said they were in terrible condition and not safe for any one to go over and it
would take weeks to clear it out.
The Seaboard are operating this winter nearer to Dore’s up around Wilder Pond but they
were supposed to get out the rest of the lumber up in our vicinity which I hope they did.
The woods are a sorry looking sight and I am so sorry they ever went in there to cut it all
but it had to be.
We have 12 any way booked now for 24th and 28th but are not getting much beyond the
early fishing. As yet don’t know on acct. of rationing of gas and foods just how we can
manage.
If you could get away you could learn more to see it yourself of course than any thing any
one could write you.
We will open up any way and if business is too bad may have to close earlier.
Hoping to see you this summer.
April 20, 1943. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
I suppose that spring is still quite a ways away and the ice is solid on the lakes. Down
here in Washington where I have been stationed since last September, the trees are in full
leaf and it is sort of hard to picture how things are in the Maine country. I would be very
much interested to know what happened last winter, where the lumbering went on and
what might have been done to the Trail route.
I imagine that 1943 will be a pretty hard year on the camp owners with the rationing
thrown on to the automobile travel. I hope you can find time to drop us a letter and let us
know what happened last winter and what the prospects are for the summer. Is Pete still
in at his camp or did the draft finally catch up with him?
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I had a letter from Helon Taylor a little while ago, telling about the tracking of a lynx and
putting it in a tree about a mile out on The Appalachian Trail from the Boudreau's camps.
As I remember that country, there wasn't a tree big enough for a lynx to climb up into.
I do not know when we will be getting up to Yoke Ponds again but it is certainly
something to look forward to.
April 20, 1943. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
Nineteen forty-two has seemed like a very extraordinary year, apart from the war,
because I heard so little as to what was going on in the Joe Mary country. Just before I
was called into service, I saw Mr. Greenhalgh for a short time. He said he had some news
from your country and indicated that at the rate you were going, in the next twenty years
you might slow down to the level of the rest of us mortals. I did not hear whether he got
up in the fall for hunting and other than the rumor that you had spent the winter at a
shipyard in Camden, the Joe Mary country might have been at the other side of the world
as far as I am concerned.
I am still stationed in Washington and do not know what my future assignment may be. If
I should get a few days’ leave, I would like nothing better than to get in to Joe Mary and
see how the Trail is coming on - apart from having a few of Mrs. Potter’s meals - after
meals in Washington and rationing, that would be quite something to look forward to.
You did write me last summer that the Joe Mary Trail wasn't as bad as could be expected.
If you can find time to tell me what was done in the way of lumbering and how things
stand in that area, I shall be much interested.
What do you think will happen up at Nahmakanta? Cecil was to clear out the Trail back
of the lake but he went into the Army. I am afraid that that is going to get pretty bad. If
the camps do not open up, it will be extremely difficult to get in there.
As we did not have anything in the way of the usual bill for Trail work from you, I just
assumed that you were so occupied and did not have any additional help. I can imagine,
however, that you would not sleep well at night if your trails had not been kept up and
had more than one year's growth, so we can expect to be hearing from you this summer.
I shall greatly appreciate your taking time to let me catch up with happenings in your
section of the country before you get too busy.
April 20, 1943. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Fred:
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I have been wondering how you have gotten through the winter. The last word I had from
you was in the fall and it seemed as if things had gone fairly well with you.
I am still stationed in Washington and I have no idea as to what my future situation will
be. If it looks as if I shall be here for the remainder of the year and I get a few days leave,
I certainly would like to get up into your area again and see how things are on the Trail.
I wish you would let me know what you plan to do about keeping your camps open as
early as possible. I presume that you will probably do the same as you did last year,
operate only the camps at the dam.
Earl York, Jr., last fall came down over the Trail to within three miles of the Lake. He
said that the beaver swamp was pretty well drained and the beaver were gone. I imagine
that the section close to the Lake is as bad as any.
I don't know how you are going to be fixed on manpower this year but if you are in a
situation to do the work which I said we could pay for last year early in the season, that
will suit us very fine. We are anxious to keep things open, even though there is very little
travel and I imagine you feel the same way about matters.
What do you think is going to happen down at Nahmakanta? Will they open up this year?
I shall look forward to hearing from you.
April 26, 1943. Guy Butler, Manager, State of Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your very kind letter of April 20th.
We shall be very glad to have you send six copies of the Maine Guide Book and twelve
copies of the Katahdin Reprint to each of our offices at Portland, Bangor and Rockefeller
center, New York City, where they will be put on display for the attention of any possible
customers that come along.
It is my understanding that we charge $2.50 for the Guide Book and 50¢ for the Katahdin
Reprint, remitting $2.00 and 40¢, respectively, to your organization.
It will be a pleasure to promote these publications in every way possible.
April 30, 1943. Myron Avery to Guy Butler, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
Thank you for your letter of April 30, 1943. We are very appreciative of your cooperation.
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In keeping with your letter, we shall arrange on next Wednesday to mail six copies of the
Maine Guidebook, ten copies of the Katahdin Reprint to your offices at Portland, York
Center, Bangor and Rockefeller Center, New York City. I am listing the addresses we
propose to use so that you can advise us before Wednesday if any correction is needed.
We shall include a supply of some miscellaneous publications relating to the Trail which
can be distributed gratuitously. It is our intention to keep your offices supplied fully with
the leaflet, “The Silver Aisle”, of which a considerable supply was sent last fall. We had
asked, I believe, that we be notified when the supply had run low. We thought it well to
include three of the map cases with the six guidebooks, as when the Guide is used in the
field, the desired sections are taken out and inserted in the map case. The price of the map
case is 70 cents and this represents the net cost to us.
We confirm your statement as to what will be remitted for the sales of the Guides.
To avoid stenographic labor and in order that your offices may be advised that the Guides
will be forthcoming, I have sent a copy of this letter to the addresses listed here.
We shall make farther efforts to publicize the Guidebook and particularly the Katahdin
Reprint during the summer. If you know of any sources where a complimentary copy of
the Reprint would be of value, we shall be glad to send them.
Your interest and assistance are most encouraging. Trail maintenance in these years will
be difficult but we shall hope to keep the route open and passable.
Copy to

York Corners Office
Bangor Office
New York Office
Mr. Sawtelle
Miss Stephenson

April 30, 1943. Myron Avery to Ernest A. Dench, Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey.
Dear Dench:
It has been quite some time since our trails have crossed. I have wondered what you have
been doing during the past year. Your notices which you are kind enough to send me
keep me posted as to your activities.
1 am still stationed in Washington and commute twice a month for the weekend back to
Tarrytown where my family resides. It is nothing but driving work these days.
Fred Heitkamp writes me quite frequently. He is having a remarkable experience and is
looking forward to a resumption of his Trail travels.
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A little while ago I was checking over some matters and came upon a reference to the
fact that I had sent you my remaining copies of the Maine Naturalist containing some
articles on Maine. I assume that you will not have use for these in the near future and I
would appreciate your sending them to me at 127 Hunter Avenue, Tarrytown, marked
"Please hold". 1 would like to keep the material together until the return of better days
when it may be very useful to me.
I still hope that you will make that trip In Maine.
April, 1943. Joseph Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you so much for those magazines. They were just what I needed, something to
read. I am going to leave here at 6 AM tomorrow and snowshoe to Moxie, so as to get the
school bus to The Forks (Bus carries two scholars.), then I can come back with the mail
stage. The road to Moxie is blocked, snow in some places being five feet deep, but I shall
go down the middle of the lake almost to Moxie, then hit the road. It’s been quite a winter
up here, 42 below two nights, 41 three times and better than 30 many times. Saw Jimmy
O’Neal a few weeks ago. He is I think in bad shape, was suffering a great deal and Dr.
called it inflammation of the bladder. It is a wonder he lives for it’s simply one thing
after another. Have not heard from Gallagher for months. I was struck a terrific blow in
Feb. Got word from the Navy about my oldest boy. It simply said, “Missing in action in a
convoy in the North Atlantic.” I am simply trying to do the best I can but it sure hit me
hard. He was a graduate of Syracuse with a BA, then attended Clark School in Mass. This
is the school for the deaf in which Mrs. Coolidge is so interested. My boy after
graduating from this Clark School in Northampton taught in different places in Wis. for a
few years and when he enlisted last April he was Supervisor of all projects for the deaf in
the State of Wis. He enlisted and got his commission as Lieut. (JG) being gunnery officer
on a Merchant Ship. Navy said he was reported missing in action Feb. 6, 1943. So you
can see those magazines came just right for I realize I do not want to get my mind too
much self centered.
Kindest regards to any of the hiking crowd you may see.
The boy I lost was not deaf but always wanted to teach. Did not really take to commercial
life.
May 3, 1943. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, Millinocket,
Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Friend Myron:
Good to hear from you. I am still in Millinocket. I don’t know whether to go to camp for
the Season or stay home and work. I have had a good job all winter but it played out just
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now for awhile. I can’t get much of a crew. Had a one legged man that wanted to go but
now he is changing his mind. He wants $15.00 per week and board. He could run the
boats but couldn’t do much on the trail. I could cut out the bushes alone but it’s bad
business working alone. Can’t tell what would happen. Any way I intend to go up to
camp Saturday for a few days. I have heard from quite a few lately, half of them have
been there before asking how things are. About your letter nobody knows just what is
first to do.
I don’t expect you know about as much about Gas and those things as we do or even the
end of the War. It looks as though that when they get them out of Africa Gass should be
easyer to get. If you hear of any thing new about things and you can just as well as not,
let me know about it. I am sending you a new leaflet I got out in the Winter but am not
sending them out much as it don’t look so good as when I first got them out. I expect
there will be a few over the trail. I expect some too young or too old for the draft, maybe
some women. There was quite a few 16 to 18 over last year.
Hugh York is up that way getting [?]. They did well on their teams this Winter. I say
winter. It is snowing right now, about an inch of new snow on the Ground for all that
some of the lakes are clearing. I am looking for it to last 10 days more in Rainbow and
Moosehead.
There won’t be much doing at Nahmakanta this year. She must go up with a party for a
short time if she gets a chance. She did it last fall after she left in the summer. Earl York
is working in the Garage for the Spruce Wood [Great Northern Paper Co.]. He says he
expects to stay there until he is drafted. His mother expects to be at the camp. They have
had a man there all Winter. Kidney Pond hasn’t decided about running their Season yet. I
heard that Mrs. Bradeen ran a camp in Florida for some one all winter. I don’t know
whether she is around or not. Daisey [Dorsey? Or Twin Pine Camps on Daicey Pond?] is
starting got quite a number booked. He can haul them right to camp. Well, don’t work too
hard. All we can do is let them fight it out. We will all help what we can.
Will be glad to hear from you any time when you. If I do any thing on the trail I would
need a little paint to mark through some of the front land. It was hard to follow the last
time I was through there and that is quite a while ago. Don’t send it unless I cut it out.
P.S. I had a good night watch job all winter. Been through a week. It likely will show up
again The G.N. has about 25 pulp wood trucks to look after, but it is too soft to haul now.
May 4, 1943. Frank Kitchin, F. C. Stover Agency, Strasburg, Va., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed please find the renewal policy covering your property will [sic] located at the
Shenandoah Publishing House in Strasburg, Virginia in accordance with your letter to
this agency on February 22, 1943.
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We hope you find the policy in accordance with your wishes. If there is anything which
you want added or changed, please do not hesitate to write us for such alteration.
Thanking you for your business and hoping we can continue to serve you,
May 8, 1943. Marion Park to Postmaster, Andover, Maine.
Dear Sir:
Perhaps you have noticed that The Appalachian Trail crosses Maine Highway 17 and the
South Arm-Andover Road some distance to the north of Andover. In our Guidebook
issued last year, which is described in the enclosed prospectus, we had announced that
accommodations at Andover could be obtained at the Milton House and that
transportation was available through the Andover Garage. It was only a matter of a very
short time ago that this information was checked and we were very much surprised to be
told by one Trail traveler that the Milton House was closed and the Andover Garage was
no longer operating.
We are planning to issue a supplement to this guidebook and we would appreciate very
much learning if there are any other public accommodations at Andover and if there is
available any public transportation.
For your use in replying, there is enclosed an addressed envelope.
May 14, 1943. Myron Avery to Mr. Viles Wing, Flagstaff, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wing:
1 was very sorry that matters developed last summer so that we did not have the
opportunity of discussing matters with you. Our people who had been at your Camp the
previous year were anxious to see you again, for they had spoken often of the very
pleasant evening there.
I did want you to know of what had been accomplished on Bigelow and I wrote you at
length as to the Trail work. I am hoping that Miss Beale and her friends from Phillips will
be able to do something in clearing from Sugarloaf to Orbeton Stream. If a fire broke out
there, it would be very difficult to travel along that ridge with the Trail in its present
shape. Also, I did not learn whether the lumberman who moved back into the Sugarloaf
Lean-to kept his promise of cleaning it up. This was after you had the first lumberman
straighten up things in 1941.
I am afraid that we will not have any opportunity to be in the Bigelow area this summer. I
expect to still be stationed in Washington during 1943 but it is hard to tell what may
happen or what change there may be in my own assignment. I am very much concerned
over that .8 miles of Trail east toward the top of Little Bigelow from Safford Brook. Mr.
Blackwell told me last fall that if you could not do it with a crew, perhaps he could do
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something on his own. As this is not far from the fire warden’s cabin and as we put the
old trail going up to the East Peak in good order in the hurricane section, it might be that
on bad days he could do something on this link.
We have always had a great deal of interest in Mt. Bigelow. It got quite a bit of
newspaper publicity last year as a result of our trip. We are planning more articles and
this uncleared section of Trail would create a most unfortunate impression. In view of our
work last year, I had hoped that you would find it possible to make this a finished job by
having this section cleared out. We left some of our pruning shears and weeders which
you may find useful in the ordinary trail work.
I had the feeling from the fact that we did not see you in 1942 that something might have
occurred to change the situation in 1941 when we enjoyed your hospitality. If there was
any such matter, I should like very much to know what it was so that the situation could
be corrected.
I do feel that you will share with us the desire to put the Bigelow Trail system in perfect
order and, since we cannot do anything further this year, I hope you will feel disposed to
have this mile cleared. It would be most welcome news to us to know that it had been
done.
May 14 1943. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
Our correspondence of last fall seems to have fallen off. I have been wondering where
you spent the winter and what happened. I suppose that you did not get up on the
Bigelow Range Trail or on Sugarloaf again after you last wrote to me.
Do you still have the signs for Orbeton Stream or were they delivered to Miss Beale?
I intend to write Miss Beale to ask if she expects to be able to get her friends to do any
work on the section between Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream this year.
I know that if you have an opportunity to get up on Bigelow, you will let us know how
matters stand. I am particularly anxious to know whether the lumberman kept his promise
when he moved out of the Sugarloaf Lean-to and did anything to restore the lean-to to its
usual condition.
Since we are a long ways away from Maine down here, I hope you will keep us posted as
to what goes on.
May 14, 1943. Myron Avery to Herbert Blackwell, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Blackwell:
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I have been wondering as to what had happened in the Bigelow country since our trip last
fall. I suppose that the mountain is still covered with snow and that you will probably not
be going up until around the end of the month. I shall be interested in knowing how our
new signs have stood up under the winter conditions. They were covered with varnish
and we are interested to know how that worked out.
Since I did not hear anything favorable, I suppose that the connecting link between Little
Bigelow and Safford Brook did not get cleared last fall. You will recall that you said that
you thought you might have some opportunity to do some work in there yourself in the
event that Mr. Wing did not find a chance to work in the area.
I am afraid that we will not have any opportunity to get to the Bigelow area this summer.
I am very much disturbed over this section, since we put the rest of Bigelow in good
order. If you see any way to do anything here, I hope you will try to help with it.
At any rate, we should be much interested in hearing what has happened around Bigelow
in the last six months.
A story in the Portland paper indicated that Helon Taylor was still trapping bobcats.
May 15, 1943. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I had intended to write to you long before but my life down here has been a matter of
steadily increasing activity. Where I was alone when I first came here, I now have two
Officers and a stenographic force of four. The work, of course, continues to increase with
the number of vessels being built and in addition to the Admiralty work, I have to do with
matters of international law--such as remain--particularly questions of jurisdiction over
armed forces, the leased base agreements and all of these matters which will steadily
increase. I thought that I knew how to work but perhaps, for not having anything else to
do, I have spent practically every night at the office.
My family situation continues about the same. The boys are doing a good job of looking
after matters and I get back to Tarrytown twice a month. Now that I have more men at the
office, I can get an occasional Saturday.
I still get the Portland Sunday Telegram and I read recently that Professor Kendall had
gone into the Navy. I made several attempts to see more of Scott Libbey down here than I
did, but he was away much of the time. I learned from him that Constance had been down
here and I felt slighted that she had accepted his hospitality in preference to mine. The
Sawyer family does not give me much of an opportunity to return my obligations.
I have also read with much interest of the situation with respect to colleges and
particularly the athletic activities. I noticed with much interest how Maine cleaned up the
State Track Meet.
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My present situation seems to indicate that I will be here during 1943. Accordingly, I
have ventured to think of being able to get a week in Maine as leave. If my plans
materialize, I hope to be in the Barren-Chairback area the last week in August. That is
splendid country and due to the lumbering operations, some trail activity is very much
needed. This, of course, depends upon whether the sporting camps are open, for some of
them have indicated that they expect to have trouble with rationing requirements. It may
not be possible to get into this area at all. In the event that I cannot, I might go to Joe
Mary.
I am wondering just what pattern the college program is following. We have not heard
anything from your good Librarian, Betty Beale, since the famous expedition to
Saddleback last fall and I am wondering if she still has in mind the possibility of trying to
do some work with her friends in the Sugarloaf-Orbeton Stream section.
I suppose that, with the change of college schedule, the Outing Club activities must have
suffered a great deal. I would appreciate very much your letting me hear from you at
some time and telling me what the prospects are and if you see any opportunity to get any
of the college boys on the Trail this summer.
1 doubt if I shall be in Maine, pending some necessity, unless my leave materializes.
[No date] 1943. Charles Ripley, Postmaster, Andover, Maine, to Marion Park.
[Hand-written]
Dear Miss Park:
Replying to your letter of May 8th, I am sorry to inform you that we have no hotel
accommodations here at the present. The Homestead is not to open this summer due to
present conditions. Public transportation is handled by Roger Mills.
May 28, 1943. Myron Avery, Commander, U.S.N.R., to R. L. Whitney, Seaboard
Paper Company, Bucksport, Maine.
Dear Mr. Whitney:
You may recall that you wrote to us last summer, in response to my letter in connection
with the blocking of the Trail by lumber operations. 1 appreciate and understand the
conditions that you were up against and know that while instructions may be given to
have the Trail cleared out, matters do not work out that way.
Our problems in Maine have been intensified as a result of losing maintaining units to
armed forces and automobile transportation difficulties. We have been told that none of
the blocked Trail in the Barren-Chairback country was re-opened and while we realize all
of your difficulties, I am writing to you again in the hope that you may be able to have
put into effect your directions of last year.
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I shall very much appreciate learning what you are able to do in this connection. The
problem of clearing out the treetops which have been dropped in the Trail has reached the
point where it is beyond voluntary Trail activity and I am very much at a loss to know
how this route can be re-opened unless your men do the clearing which you indicated you
had ordered be done.
Copy to Mr. E. M. Hamlin
May 28, 1943. Myron Avery to Joseph Rohr, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
I received your last letter and I was glad to hear from you again. I was particularly
distressed to hear of what had happened to your son. By reason of my work, I come into
rather close contact with these matters. I had not known that you had a son in the
Merchant Marine. These fellows are taking heavy punishment these days. They are the
backbone of the war effort and what they do is little recognized or appreciated. Your son
was contributing to the war effort just as if he had been in the front line trenches. After all,
there have been some very extraordinary rescues and it may be--until too long time has
elapsed--that there is still hope.
Things continue pretty much the same as usual here. I expect to be in Washington during
1943. If I have any leave, I shall try to get to Maine but probably in the section around
Katahdin Iron Works, so I doubt if we will see you at Moxie Pond this year.
We were all very much interested in what you told us of Mr. Folsom’s exploits with the
game warden last fall. We want to know when he returns from Florida.
I take it from your letter that O’Neill is in such bad shape that it would be useless to think
of his doing any Trail work, even if he wanted to do so. Apparently the possibility of
Gallagher's coming to Moxie Pond is very uncertain. If at any time you knew of anyone
in the area or have any suggestions, I hope you will let us know.
All of your Washington friends send you their best wishes.
June 1, 1943. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written] {J.S. Send Heard to return to me. Please return at once.}
Dear Myron:
Glad to get your letter of May 15th. These are busy times for all of us. We graduated part
of the Seniors in January and the rest of them last week, among them David, who
yesterday reported at Notre Dame for 30 days indoctrination in the Navy, as he hopes to
get assigned to the Coast Guard. He may get his 3 months training in New London.
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Connie graduates from Gould Academy in another fortnight, and will probably go to
Smith this fall. Her mother and I are quite proud of the fact that she was one of those
chosen by Science Service for the Washington trip in March. She had a wonderful fine
day there, and won a Westinghouse award of one hundred dollars. Scott Libby did phone
here while she was there, but her schedule was so filled that she didn’t see him, or anyone.
We are having a brief respite before we begin again July 1st on a trimester basis. We have
275 Navy students coming thru, including a pre-medical contingent, so I shall be busy.
Beatty Beale has promised me that she will enlist some help and get some work done this
summer in the Orbeton Stream section. Our Outing Club couldn’t do any trail work this
spring: school closed too early, no gas, and no boys left, the latter being the most serious
drawback. Our Outing Club activities are going to be pretty much curtailed for the rest of
the duration, as far as I can see. By the way, Betty Beale knows Game Warden Earl
Winters and he is one who has promised to help her some. She went home last week by
way of Winthrop to pick up tools and paint from Lawson Reeves.
I am trying to carry on food raising this summer along with teaching. In addition to my
usual garden at home I have planted 3 bushels of potatoes and some other things in
Greene, just outside the city.
I do hope that you can get to Maine this summer, and if you do, will hope to see you. I
think I can begin to see the termination of the war and perhaps in another year or two we
will be back near enough to normal so we can get some trail work done.
I appreciate your writing, when you are so busy, and hope you will continue to keep me
informed. Betty joins me in best regards.
June 3, 1943. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, Millinocket,
Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written, even worse than usual]
Dear Myron:
Your letter come today or the other day. I got a cook after all and the best couple in the
[?] Mrs. Robert McDougall and Edna. They didn’t [???] They took a tel. call tonight a
fellow [?] wanted to go to Nah. Edna told them they could fish N.L. from here. I had a
party down there 6 days last week. Also got $83.00 for Cabin and canoes and Hugh got
6.00 per day to Guide. I guide thru 5 days also she has got $50. and [?] besides so I don’t
expect them to charge me too much. I hope to keep him all season. I have the big cabin
fixed up fine now. Complete bathroom on last fall. I am just get around to get my garden
ready. Have a big [??] for G. N. P. will try and save what vegetables I need. It helps up in
this country.
Mrs. McDougall said she got a letter from you and will ans. soon. It will be quite a while
until the fly goes. I have been looking for a Dr. and his son from Mass. up to work this
summer. He has written quite a few times. He had a smash up two years ago and mite too
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much work got run down and he wanted to put in a season in the wood. He has been here
as a sport. His boy is 16. I think he is waiting for the Boy to get through school. If he
comes I’ll have a chance to Guide a little and maybe we can cut out the trails. If so, I’ll
make a trade with you for 15 miles and may be beyond. I was below Nah. at the leanto.
It’s in good shape but the trail down was pretty dull no paint at all far as I went. There
was some around the Mt. to about fields at least. I have paint and a supply you sent me
last year not out the box yet. I could use another pr.of clippers you sent me one. Also one
to N. L. some time but I think Ben has [?] up the Mt. Don’t send any until I am sure I can
do it. The war may be drawn out but people won’t worry much after this year at the rate
things are going. Gas is getting scarce but I have plenty so far. I took five to Bangor
Tuesday got 40.00 not bad.
Mrs. Bradeen is going strong also Daisey. Daisey is now buying up steers to feed for
Beef. They say it’s going to be scarce. I am lucky to have about 300 qt. good canned
chicken Beef and wild meat in the cellar. I put it up last fall. I gave Partridge 2 qt. of meat
to take home. He likes it so well. So I have plenty of fresh Beef and lamb in ice box
couldn't get veal this week or pork unless I took 100# box. I have my own salt pork. I can
get most anything in Bangor first Tuesday of each week. Well it’s bed time. They are all
done playing Cribbage. I have my cow to feed couldn’t get a pig for a week or so and
then at $10 for each one. This is the [?] end of it.
June 4, 1943. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps,
Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mrs. McDougal:
I am wondering if my letter of some time ago reached you. We are getting out a
supplement to our Maine Guidebook and we would like to be able to state what camps
along the Trail route are open and what are closed. I appreciate that it may be very
difficult for you to know whether there is any prospect of your re-opening this summer
but if you could let us know how matters stand, we would appreciate it very much.
June 4, 1943. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Fred:
I read your letter with great interest. You certainly gave me all of the news. I shall be
much interested to know what you finally decide to do about opening up your camps.
There is not much that I can say. I am stationed here in Washington and still get back to
Tarrytown for a day a couple of times a month. I expect to be here during 1943. So far as
the war news is concerned, you know from reading in the newspapers and listening to the
radio about as much as I could say. I am looking for a very long drawn out struggle
before things finally wind up. I am afraid there are many trails that will be overgrown
before we see them again.
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I was somewhat surprised to hear that Mrs. Bradeen might not open up; I had thought that
she was situated so that she could probably weather conditions a bit better than some of
the other people.
We are going to be sending out pretty soon a one-page leaflet supplement to the
Guidebook and when you decide what you are going to do, I hope you will bear in mind
to drop me a line so that we can make a correct statement.
I understand what you say about the scarcity of help. It is certainly going to be a real
problem for you to get anybody to work at the camps, let alone to do anything in the way
of clearing up your trails.
June 9, 1949. Myron Avery to W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
Your last letter to us indicated considerable uncertainty as to whether you would keep
your camps open after the fishing season on account of the rationing difficulties. I do not
know what we will be able to do about getting away this summer but there is a possibility
that a few of us may be able to spend four or five days at Long Pond. As soon as you
know whether you will be in operation in late August and early September, I would
appreciate your dropping us a note. I am enclosing an addressed envelope as a matter of
convenience.
June 9, 1943. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
Your last letter to us indicated considerable uncertainty as to whether you would keep
your camps open after the fishing season on account of the rationing difficulties, I do not
know what we will be able to do about getting away this summer but there is a possibility
that a few of us may be able to spend four or five days at Long Pond. As soon as you
know whether you will be in operation in late August and early September, I would
appreciate your dropping us a note. I am enclosing an addressed envelope as a matter of
convenience.
I have wanted for some time to come in or go out from Katahdin Iron Works, which I
have not seen. It may be that I have not missed too much. The nearest railroad stop on the
Bangor and Aroostook appears to be Brownville. Can you tell me what are the
arrangements for getting to Katahdin Iron Works from Brownville these days? If we had
to stay over night, is there any accommodation in Brownville? According to our
information, it is 13 miles from Brownville Junction to Katahdin Iron Works. I would
like to know how to get from Brownville to Brownville Junction these days and the
distance.
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If you can send some information on the situation from the railroad and tell us how your
people are coming in, it will help us in making arrangements.
June 16, 1943. W. H. Dore, Mountain View Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Your inquiry of June 9th received. I expect now to be open until Oct. 1st. So far I have
been able to get all I have asked for from the ration board. I have a good garden started
and if the deer don’t eat it up we will manage to get by this year. I would like to know
how many in the party and for how long the last of Aug.
June 17, 1943. Myron Avery to Mrs. E. S. Steele, East Carry Pond Camps,
Bingham, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Steele:
It is good to hear from you again, even if it is a situation such as the uncertainty of your
camps opening which prompts your letter.
The reply is one which I am very sorry to make. I am afraid there is no likelihood of any
of our Washington people having the good fortune to be in the Carry Pond region this
summer.
I am still stationed in Washington, commuting on the weekend to Tarrytown twice a
month. Everything continues to get more intense.
I hope that before too long a time things will be back to normal and we shall see you
again. I would appreciate your letting us know, for purposes of our Guidebook, as to
whether you open your camps or not.
June 21, 1943. Homes Bannard, General Passenger Agent, The Pennsylvania
Railroad, Washington, D.C., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We acknowledge receipt of your recent letter in which you request reservation for four
upper berths and four lower berths on train 172 leaving Washington 11:00 P.M. to Boston,
August 25, for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Since the diagrams are not open beyond June 15th, we have listed your name for the
above mentioned space and will advise space assignment as soon as the diagrams are
open.
We welcome this opportunity to serve you and invite you to continue to call upon us
whenever we may be of assistance.
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June 21, 1943. Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
In answer to your letter, well we are at camp now and very busy and have been so far
expect now to stay any way till Oct. and perhaps thru hunting season.
Well we meet all our guests at Milo. They arrive on 5 A.M. train and we get them to
camp before lunch. You spoke about Brownville. There’s no hotel there or at Brnvl. Jct.
either so if you arrived on night train better stop off at Milo at Dillon house. The mail
man at K.I. Works might take you in. There’s a bus runs from Milo to Brnvl. or Brnvl. Jct.
around 7 in morn. and he could pick you up there or if you came to Milo on early train he
would go there and meet you. You can get breakfast either on train or Dillon house. The
mail man’s name is Jess Carll and I’m pretty sure he would get you as he does most of
Arnold’s work. It is around 13 mi. from Brnvl. Jct. to K.I. It’s 4 mi. From Brnvl. to Brnvl.
Jct. It’s 4 mi. from Milo to Brnvl.
The telephone between our camp and Dore’s is down so I don’t know whether they are in
camp of not. He works for the Seaboard Co. I think.
If you cannot make out this I’ll try and explain it again but you will have to stay in Milo
as there’s no hotel in Brnvl. or Jct. either.
June 24, 1943. Myron Avery to Holmes Barnard, General Passenger Agent,
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Barnard:
Thank you for your letter of June 21st, advising me that you have made a record of our
request for four lower berths and four upper berths on Train No. 172, leaving Washington
for Boston on August 25th.
I note that you will advise me as to the space assignments as soon as the diagrams are
opened,
I wish to ask that you list one additional lower berth in this connection.
1 very much appreciate your courtesy in this matter.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
808 Seventeenth Street, N.W, Washington, D.C.
June 24, 1943.
To the Sporting Camps Along the Appalachian Trail in Maine
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While the extent of travel along The Appalachian Trail in Maine cannot be predicted, The
Appalachian Trail Conference wishes to be in a position to furnish accurate information
as to the available accommodations. Our correspondence has indicated that some of the
sporting camps along the Trail may not be open during 1943.
There was sent to you a copy of the 1942 issue of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, when it appeared, and you will have noticed the references therein to
your camps.
It is the practice of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to issue, each year, a supplement,
showing the changes in the Guide. For 1942 this was in the form of the sheet, "Note to
Purchasers", which was sent out with the Guidebook.
We expect to issue a sheet for 1943 within the next two weeks. Accordingly, it would be
a very great convenience if you could indicate whether you expect your camps will be
open during 1943 and whether there should be noted any change from the references
made to your camps in the 1942 Issue.
Your assistance in this matter will be very much appreciated.
MAINE GUIDEBOOK COMMITTEE,
c/o The Appalachian Trail Conference,
808 Seventeenth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
June 24, 1943. Myron Avery to William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
I have your letter of June 16th and I am glad to know that you have been able to make
arrangements with your rationing board so that you expect to be open until October 1st.
I am sorry to have to say that our plans at this time are very indefinite. Our party will be
small in any event, perhaps not even as many as half a dozen. It was our intention to
devote what time we can get to working on the Barren-Chairback Range.
We thought that we might divide our time between your camp and Perhams, which would
give us on opportunity to cover most of the area. We were thinking of trying to come in
by way of Katahdin Iron Works and to go out by way of Monson. I am trying to get
information on coming in this way from Brownville. I expect we will leave Washington
on the 25th and probably would be at your camps from around August 30th or September
lst through Labor Day.
I will, of course, let you know just as soon as we have anything definite for you to plan
on.
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With best regards to Mrs. Dore and yourself,
June 28, 1943. Hand-written response to June 24 notice to sporting camps:
Gents: The Hermitage Camps are closed for the year 1943. Altho the references in our
1942 issue are O.K. Mrs. Sara E. Green, Owner.
June, 1943. Hand-written response to June 24 notice to sporting camps:
Camps not open. Returned from Stratton.
June, 1943. Hand-written response to June 24 notice to sporting camps:
Thank you. Would like your circular 1943. Please note that our Camps are always open
from ice out until hunting season closes about Jan. 1. Camps are only for roughing it. No
meals or modern improvements Rate $5.00 day per camp. Roscoe Robinson, Houghton
Maine c/o Taylor’s Bus. [These would be camps on Long Pond of the Four Ponds Group
near Rangeley.]
July 3, 1943. Hand-written response to June 24 notice to sporting camps:
Dear Sirs: In answer to above—Yes we are open to all guests in 1943. Prices $4.00 per
day as cost of living much increased. Thanking you kindly. Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Myshrall,
White House Camps, P. O. Box 42, Millinocket, Maine.
P.S. Am answ. this in post office as I’m in town today.
June 24, 1943. Bessie Steele, Carry Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
We are very sorry that the situation is as it is but the help and food situation seems to be
the cause of it.
I am sure that we will not be open in July and I am not at all sure of the rest of the season.
Harold, the cook upon whom I depended so much took a position over at Dexter in a
canteen connected with a machine shop so did not come back.
Thank you for your kind letter.
June 27, 1943. Joseph Rohr, Moxdale Camps, The Forks, Maine, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks a lot for your nice letter and for the copies of Time. Magazines come in very
handy just now for the lake is almost deserted. No fishermen except one or two parties
that have camps here and then three parties come but once. Mr. and Mrs. Folsom are still
in Florida and will not be back until next spring so I am told. Folsom’s niece and her
husband were at the camp for a day or so and that’s where I got my information.
Gallagher is still in the R.R. and no telling when he gets up here. Jimmy O’Neal died Apr.
16 this year. I had seen him several times, whenever I was in Waterville and had the time.
I called on him about six weeks before his death and at that time he was in bed but
seemed cheerful and free from pain. A few weeks after I called he was taken much worse
and suffered a great deal before he died. He had been operated on a number of times and
had been sick nine years. After his death I called on the widow and she said she was
going to put the five children in a convent at Jackman and go to work in Conn. near
where her brother was. We have had plenty of rain this month and more coming today
from the looks of the clouds. The Lake is very high and of course so much rain brings
forth many pests. Those trails must be waist high with grass for we have a great growth
all about here. Weinmer is still at Troutdale in his little camp and he generally comes
over to listen to the 6 o’clock news. Of course at present there is little chance of selling or
renting T. camps. Only one or two sporting camps have opened. Marrs at Indian Pond
have. Can’t think of much to say that would interest you. Best regards to any of the trail
gang you may see.
P.S. Weinmer and I are alone down here but we get mail every day except Sunday.
June 27, 1943. Portland Newspaper article
Washington, D.C. June 26. Myron H. Avery of Lubec, who is on duty at the Navy
Department in Washington, has recently been promoted from lieutenant-commander to
commander.
A graduate of Bowdoin College, 1920, and a member of Psi Upsilon Fraternity,
Commander Avery had been an officer in the U.S. Naval Reserve for 14 years before he
was called to active duty a year ago. As lieutenant he was assigned to the staff of the
commandant, Third Naval District, but for some time has been detailed to the Navy
Department.
Prior to his active war service Commander Avery was an admiralty attorney with the U.S.
Maritime Commission in Washington and later in New York, and subsequently with the
War Shipping Administration. At the time he went to active duty he was also special
assistant to the United States District Attorney in New York.
Commander Avery is better known in his native state as an authority on Katahdin, about
which he has written extensively, as chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, and
Overseer of Trails of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. In these capacities he has done
much to make known the recreational possibilities of the central Maine Wilderness. His
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latest work in the field was as compiler and editor of the fourth edition of Guide to The
Appalachian trail in Maine, a 600-page volume of comprehensive description of Katahdin
and that portion of the Maine woods traversed by The Appalachian Trail, which though
sold through the Appalachian Trail Conference in Washington is on display at the offices
of the Maine Publicity Bureau. The reprint of the Katahdin portion of this Guide, which
was issued last Fall is the most complete account of the Katahdin Region yet to appear in
print.
June 27, 1943. Elmer Woodworth, Millinocket Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to
The Appalachian Trail Conference [Hand-written]
Gentlemen:
I received yours of June 24th and I have my camps opened for the season of fishing and
hunting.
June 29, 1943. R. L. Whitney, Maine Seaboard Paper Company, Bucksport, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
This is in reply to yours of May 28 relative to blocking the Appalachian Trail on Barren
and Chairback Mountains.
We have no crews in this area, but I will contact Bill Dorr, who as you know has camps
there, and ascertain whether or not he will clean these trails out for us.
Labor costs for such work have increased greatly because of the loss to armed forces and
war industries of efficient woodsmen and because of higher wages. Our camps there have
not been opened this year for lack of labor.
I expected Mr. Sutherland to have the trails cleared last year and supposed that he had
had it done.
We have made no cuts along trails on Barren Mountain, so have not disturbed the trails
there and have done very little new cutting on Chairback, so most of the damage must be
in the 1941-42 cuts.
I hope we can help you out, but can’t make too many promises in these trying times.
{Copy: Heard, Helon Taylor, Stephenson, Mr. E. M. Hamlin, Milo, Maine (see me for
this), 2 extra}
June 29, 1943. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine,
to The Appalachian Trail Conference. [Hand-written]
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I did not receive any copy of 1942 Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine, but we have the
camps open and every thing is the same except rate which is $4 straight—instead of a
weekly rate as before. However this does not affect many walking the trail as they do not
stay a wk. very often and it was $4.00 last yr. so there won’t be any change probably.
July 1st, 1943. Laura P. Bradeen, Kidney Pond Camps, to The Appalachian Trail
Conference.
Dear Friend:
Our camps are opened again this summer as usual - for our 25th season.
Perhaps not quite as usual. War brings its problems of rationed food and a shortage of
guides and help.
But war cannot ration the beauty of the Katahdin region of Maine. Big trout swim the
brooks and streams as usual. Landlock salmon teem the West Branch of the Penobscot
only 3 1/2 miles from the Camps. The swimming and canoeing is as good as ever. And
our 24 comfortable, clean cabins with their Simmons inner coil springs and mattresses are
a haven of rest at the end of the day.
Many of our guests - fine Christian people - have been coming here for 10, 15, even 20
years. They are congenial and you will like them.
Kidney Pond Camps have long been famous for its food, and in spite of rationing and
shortage of help, I can guarantee that you will enjoy every meal.
All of which adds up to my most cordial invitation to have you visit us and find rest and
relaxation in this beautiful country this year.
If you will write I will be glad to give you any additional information you may wish.
P. S. You can make good train connections to Millinocket from Boston or New York. We
will meet you there by appointment and drive you to the Camps.
July 1, 1943. W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine, to
Maine Guidebook Committee, Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D.C.
{Hand-written]
Gentlemen:
Big Houston Camps will be open this season (1943).
I have not the 1942 “Note to Purchasers” at hand, but there have been no changes here
except in rates.
Our 1943 rates are as follows:
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By the week
Transient
1 night only

$28.00
4.50 per day
5.00 per day

We have so few cabins that we do not make reservations for a single night more than ten
days in advance.
July 1, 1943. Mrs. E. W. York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to The
Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D.C. [Hand-written]
To Maine Guidebook Committee:My Camps are open for Business this year. By appearance of Correspondence August
and September will be very busy. I would suggest that hikers be warned to give me at
least 1 weeks notice in advance of arrival to insure accommodations.
Due to increases in cost of food and wages I have increased my rates. It is now $5. per
day for Appalachian members.
P.S. I sent the register from Katahdin to you several days ago. A new tablet was placed at
the time. E. W. Y., Jr.
July 3, 1943. Luther O. Folsom, 135 So. Ridgewood, Daytona Beach, Fla. to Maine
Guide Book Committee, Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D.C. [Handwritten]
Dear Sirs:
Your letter of June 24th was forwarded to me from The Forks, Maine. In answer to your
inquiry must inform you that we will not open Rainbow Camps (at Troutdale, Maine) this
year. We are remaining in Fla.
July 8, 1943. Bessie Steele, Agt., Carry Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine, to Maine
Guidebook Committee, 808 17th St. N.W., Washington, D.C. [Hand-written]
Dear Sirs:
We have gone over the problem of opening Carry Pond Camps for the balance of the
season very carefully and have come to this conclusion. Owing to the help situation the
rationing restrictions and the transportation problem, we have decided not to open the
camps this year.
We trust that you will keep Carry Pond in mind, and we hope as conditions improve that
you may be with us again another year.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1943 – Compiled by David Field – Page 35

July 9, 1943. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Gentlemen:
We have been delayed in dealing with your quotation of June 23, 1943, for the Maine
Guide Supplement. Your quotation did not refer to the fact that the page or pages were to
be colored. We would want something which would represent a variation from the yellow
sheet used in the 1942 Guide. Perhaps buff or blue might be satisfactory. This manuscript
is somewhat more extensive than the manuscript submitted to you previously.
P.S. Since we have been so very much delayed in getting our data, may I ask if it will not
be possible for you to let us have a proof very shortly. We will return it within a day after
we receive it. We hope you can get this on one page in a set-up somewhat similar to the
enclosed yellow sheet of 1942, making it as attractive as possible. The sheet should be in
the hands of the purchasers of the 1942 guide by this time and anything you can do to
expedite it will be appreciated.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 9, 1943. Myron Avery to R. L. Whitney, Maine Seaboard Paper Company,
Bucksport, Maine.
Dear Mr. Whitney:
Thank you for your letter of June 29th with respect to the Trail situation.
We fully realize the difficultly which you are experiencing and are very appreciative of
your efforts to have the tops which have been dropped into the Trail cleared out. We hope
very much that it will work out that Mr. Dore finds himself in a position to do the
clearing - for that is work which is beyond the available time of our amateur Trail
clearing parties.
Again expressing our appreciation of your attention to the matter and your efforts to reopen the route,
Copy to E. M. Hamlin
Mr. Heard
Mr. Helon Taylor
Miss Stephenson
July 10, 1943. Geo. R. Learned, Andover, Maine, to Appalachian Trail Conference,
Washington, D.C. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir: Have sold my camps on C Pond (Private Camp now). I am still interested in the
A.T. and am doing what I can to keep the trail clear and when I find a section poorly
marked try to straiten it out, am caretaker for the camps and am in there each spring and
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fall, during the last part of Jul; and the month of August I work for the A.M.C. Aug.
Camp. This is my 21 year for the club. Anything I can do for the A.T. just let me know.
P.S. I have not seen Myron Avery for the last 3 years. Socks miss him.
July 10, 1943. Monett Robbins, Saddleback Lake Camps, Rangeley, Maine, to The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Gentlemen:
Thank you for your letter of inquiry concerning Saddleback Lake Camps. We are open
and shall be glad to be listed in the supplement to the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. I believe the references in the 1942 edition will be adequate for this season.
July 12, 1943. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps,
North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs, Storey:
Miss Park has turned over to me her letter of June 20th. This is being passed around your
friends In Washington. It is of much interest to us to know how the winter has gone and
what has happened around West Carry Pond.
I am - I am sorry to say - still in Washington. After I returned from my trip to Maine, I
was ordered back here on the usual four day notice. My family is living in Tarrytown and
I get back twice a month on Sundays. Tarrytown is a much pleasanter place to be than
Washington in these hectic days. You stand in line half an hour to get a chance to eat in
this crowded city. The contrast with the quiet of West Carry Pond is almost beyond belief
and I am afraid that is something which I will not see this year. The pressure of work
down here is increasing constantly and all of us are very busy. Everyone is driven very
hard indeed. If anyone ever tells you that Government jobs are easy, tell them that it
certainly is not true in war times. All of the girls are working long hours and much
overtime six days a week and are beginning to show the effects of it. A few days at West
Carry Pond would put new life in them, I am sure.
I do not know how things will work out this year. We have one section of Trail near Long
Pond around Katahdin Iron Works where there have been extensive lumber operations.
Something should have been done with it last year. If we get a few days, one or two of us
may get up in that section to do some trail work,. Next year we may hope to return to
Western Maine to a deluxe dinner of baked togue.
We are passing the word on to all of the people here as to your continuing operation
during this year. Conditions here make it very difficult for anyone to get away.
While I am writing this letter, I suppose I might say something about the Storey
Boulevard. We hope that Mr. Storey will be fixed so that he can do the same work in
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clearing it this year from Dead River to Middle Carry. I suppose that it would not take
quite as much work as last year but due to the increase in costs, whereas we figured on
the basis of $3.00 per day, it would seem as if on the same basis, it would be fair to make
it $1.00 more. So if Mr. Storey could give us about the equivalent of a week's work, we
will send a check for $25.00 when you write to us. Then we will know that it is in good
order and that there is at least one section of Trail in Maine that a tank corps could drive
down without even getting a scratch.
P.S. There is one thing further about the Trail business which I might mention. We would
be sorry to lose the benefit of all that we did on Little Bigelow for two miles up from the
Ledge House. If the situation should develop that Mr. Storey had the chance to reclear
this well up into the black growth and wanted to put in a couple of days on this, that
would be entirely satisfactory, I mention it because he might have the opportunity and be
willing to fill in the time. M.H.A,
July 17, 1943. Myron Avery to Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Ray:
I was very much interested to read in last week's issue of the Portland Telegram the story
of your use of five C.A.P. planes for fire protection. How I should like to have the
opportunity of making some trips with these fellows over the Maine woods. The country
from above is very much different from what one sees on the trails and tote-roads below.
I expect to be in Maine on July 26th and, if you plan to be in Augusta, I would like to
drop in for a short visit and learn what has been happening in the Maine woods during
1943. I would probably take an early morning train down from Portland.
I would appreciate your letting me know as to your expected availability in Augusta. I
Shall be leaving here July 23rd.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 17, 1943. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
1 expect to be in Maine on July 26th. The possibilities are that I may be in Augusta for a
short time on that morning. My plans will be determined by the availability of yourself
and Forest Commissioner Rendall. I would appreciate your dropping me a note as to
whether you would expect to be in Augusta.
You will remember our correspondence of some time ago with respect to the presentation
of the Guidebook to the Governor. I presume that this may have lost some of its publicity
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value but now the Katahdin Reprint is a new story. If you think that we could make any
arrangements to advantage in this connection at this time, you can count on my
availability.
Sales of the Maine Guide and the Katahdin Reprint are holding up fairly well,
considering the difficulty of using trails, but it is a situation where all publicity and notice
of the Guide and Reprint will be helpful. So, with my expectation of being in Augusta, I
thought it worthwhile to make advance inquiry as to the situation.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 20, 1943. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Thank you for your letter of July 17, in which you advise of your plans for a visit to
Maine.
I expect to be in my office on the 26th and will be very glad to see and talk with you at
your convenience.
July 23, 1943. Myron Avery to Wm. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
While our plans are still uncertain, the probabilities are that perhaps half a dozen of us,
more or less, will be able to get in the last of August, as I previously wrote.
We have, however, sent to you by express a small box which contains paint, etc. We are
not sending in many tools because of the difficulty of transportation. According to my
notes, there should be a pair of pruning shears and a couple of weeders together with
three cans of blue paint. So that we can arrange accordingly, I would appreciate your
letting me know if I am correct in my recollection and if the shears and weeders are in
good working order. The package we are sending in is about a foot square by eight inches
high. It is rather heavy on account of containing paint.
In about a couple of weeks I hope to be able to tell you more definitely as to the situation.
If we do not get in this summer, the package will be available when we can pick up this
Trail work again.
I am enclosing an addressed post Card and I would appreciate your letting us know of the
safe arrival of the package.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
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July 23, 1943. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
While our plans are still uncertain, the probabilities are that perhaps half a dozen of us,
more or less, will be able to get in the last of August, as I previously wrote.
We have, however sent to you by express a box which contains paint, etc. We are not
sending in many tools because of the difficulty of transportation. According to my notes,
there should be two pair of pruning shears, three weeders, 3 quarts of blue paint and four
quarts of white paint. So that we can arrange accordingly, I would appreciate your letting
me know if I am correct in my recollection and if the shears and weeders are in good
working order. The package we are sending in will be about three feet long, one foot
wide and ten inches high. There may be one other small package.
You will, of course, let us know of any charges that are incurred, so that we can defray
them.
In a couple of weeks I hope to be able to tell you more definitely as to the situation. If we
do not get in this summer, the package will be available when we can pick up this Trail
work again.
I am enclosing an addressed post card and I would appreciate your letting us know of the
safe arrival of the package.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
July 23, 1943. Myron Avery to Austin C. Chase, Councillor of Trails, Appalachian
Mountain Club, 698 East Main Street, Little Falls, New York.
Dear Mr. Chase:
Some time ago I had some correspondence with the Appalachian Mountain Club through
the medium of Mr. Jenks in connection with putting up a sign to designate the MaineNew Hampshire boundary. The Trail Conference has, as you are probably aware,
installed board signs along The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Your crews have probably
noticed them in Grafton Notch. Mr. Jenks wrote that the Club was entirely in accord with
our wish to place a sign on the Maine-New Hampshire boundary which would indicate
that locality and give the distance to Katahdin. I had expected to place this sign myself.
By virtue of my non-availability last year and this year, this has not materialized and
other expected sources likewise have failed. The situation led me to wonder if you
expected to have the Mahoosuc Range worked over by the A.M.C. crew and if so,
whether we might ask to have the sign sent in and installed by the crew. Since we have
the sign made, we would like, if possible, to complete the project. Hence my inquiry as to
whether it could be done through an A.M.C. crew.
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I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Jenks, so that he may know of the developments
in the situation.
We shall be very appreciative of anything which you may find it possible to do in this
matter.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
July 27, 1943. Austin Chase, Councillor of Trails, Committee on Trails, Division of
General Trails, Appalachian Mountain Club, to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:
Thank you for your letter of the twenty-third received this morning. We shall be very
glad to have the A.M.C. Trail Crew place your sign at the Maine-New Hampshire
boundary on our Mahoosuc Trail. As of the end of last week the crew had not yet started
work in the Mahoosucs. I would suggest, however, that you ship the sign as soon as
possible to: John Hutton, Trailmaster, A.M.C. Trail Crew, Box 382, Whitefield, New
Hampshire, as they may be moving into the Mahoosucs any day now.
As you can imagine, the war has made it very difficult to maintain a crew at all this
summer, and we have had to rely, for the most part, on boys less than eighteen years of
age. Any time now we expect to lose our Trailmaster, Jack Hutton, to the Marines.
Having this in mind, therefore, I hope you will understand if by any chance the next time
you are in the Mahoosucs you should find that your sign had been incorrectly placed.
We shall, however, do our best to place it to your satisfaction.
July 27, 1943. Paul R. Jenks, Secretary, Committee on Trails, Division of General
Trails, Appalachian Mountain Club, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Copy of your letter to Mr. Chase received today.
Mr. Chase’s mother died recently, and this and other matters have made him desperately
busy.
So I will take the responsibility of authorizing the placing of your sign on our Mahoosuc
Trail at the Maine-N.H. boundary.
You should send it directly to Joseph T. Waring, Jr., Box 382, Whitefield, N.H.
He is the leader of our very young 1943 trail crew.
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July 27, 1943. Myron Avery to Joseph T. Waring, Jr., Box 382, Whitefield, New
Hampshire.
Dear Mr. Waring:
Mr. Jenks, Secretary of the Appalachian Mountain Club Trails Committee, has written to
me that you would be in a position to place for The Appalachian Trail Conference a Sign
where The Appalachian Trail enters Maine on the New Hampshire line. The Appalachian
Trail Conference has the route across Maine quite well signed and it seemed to us most
appropriate to have something on the Maine-New Hampshire line which would indicate
the distance to Katahdin. This Sign, which is our No. 204 and the most western sign, is as
follows:
Appalachian Trail
Maine-New Hampshire Line
Old Speck Firetower
11.13 m.
Grafton Notch
12.73 m.
Baldpate, East Peak
16.65 m.
Mt. Katahdin
265.96 m.
A.T.C.
I am sure that you will have no difficulty in recognizing the line and, in fact, the painted
mile markers may be of some assistance to you. I have sent under separate cover
galvanized iron nails which we use to prevent rusting and staining of the board. It is our
practice, after the bark has been smoothed, to leave about half an inch of the nail
projecting. We do not have the benefit of Mr. Jenks’ super-mechanism for installing signs
and have to rely on more primitive methods. The fire warden is placing signs for us on
the Trail in Grafton Notch and at the end of the Mahoosuc Trail on the top of Old Speck.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope and we shall be very appreciative of your letting us
know that we have been able, through your assistance, to accomplish our objective of
installing this sign.
I am sending to you some of The Appalachian Trail literature which may be of interest to
you.
Copy to Mr. Paul R. Jenks, 141-48--33rd Avenue, Flushing, New York.
Mr. Austin C. Chase, 698 East Main Street, Little Falls, New York.
July 28th, 1943. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to The Appalachian Trail
Conference. [Hand-written]
Messrs: A few trees across the trail between here and Church Pond but the trail from here
to 3rd West Branch Ponds is growing in some. I will try and get the trees cut out from
here to Church Pond.
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July 30, 1943. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have a book like you meant must have got mixed up some how.
We have the 2 pr. of shears and 3 weeders and most 5 qts. of white paint but we used the
blue and painted all the blue line. Thought there was some left but as yet can’t find it. We
will get the pkg.
P.S. We will be open all fall.
July 30, 1943. W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Mr. Avery:
Paint came today. I have bush cutter and two weed cutters and 4 cans blue paint. Mr.
Whitney has asked me to fix the trail over 3rd Mt. I have also got my side trail to fix as
they have cut the spruce in Wilder swamp.
P.S. Let me know as soon as possible date of arrival and how many.
July, 1943. Draft
NOTE TO PURCHASERS 0F THE FOURTH EDITION
OF GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
This sheet supplements the yellow sheet, transmitted with the Fourth Edition of Guide to
The Appalachian Trail in Maine. That sheet noted certain developments along the Trail
route occasioned by the war situation. This sheet reflects 1943 conditions and supersedes
the 1942 sheet.
Katahdin
Baxter State Park Supervisor, Harold J. Dyer, is in military service. No successor for
Dyer or custodian for the Chimney Pond Camp has as yet been appointed. There is a
caretaker at Katahdin Stream Campsite. A caretaker at the Roaring Brook Cabin or at the
Avalanche Brook Campsite will care for parties camping at Chimney Pond. The State
expects little use of the Katahdin area during the war.
The Appalachian Mountain Club has rebuilt the lean-to at Davis Pond in the Northwest
Basin.
Accommodations
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By reason of the rationing situation, camps in Maine having limited facilities may not be
in operation; the situation in some instances cannot be definitely forecast. Make inquiry
before relying definitely upon the availability of the accommodations.
Rainbow lake
Mr. Clifford is not operating, during 1942 [sic], his main camps on Rainbow Lake;
occasional parties with guides may be found at this camp but it is not to be regarded as
open. Clifford’s camps at Rainbow Lake Dam, 3-1/2 miles farther south on the A.T., are
in operation.
Nahmakanta
Nahmakanta Lake Camps are closed.

Moxie Pond

Troutdale Camps continue closed.
Ledge_House at Bigelow
The new manager is Vernon Rackliff (P.0. North New Portland, Me.)
Redington Pond
Lodging only (1942) available; no meals provided; facilities for cooking; bring or send in
food. The Manager is James Morrisey (P.0. Stratton, Me.)
Trail Maintenance
By reason of the scarcity of labor and the war situation, certain sections of the Trail in
Maine cannot be maintained at all times to the pre-existing standard. See the May 1943
issue of Appalachian Trailway News for a detailed statement of the situation.
In 1942 very extensive Trail reclearing was carried on by the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club from Middle Carry Pond across the Bigelow Range to Mt. Sugarloaf, There are four
places in Maine where, unless maintenance is available during 1943, Trail travelers may
expect difficulty:
1. Barren-Chairback Range. There is a serious interference on Columbus and Third
Mountains caused by the lumber operations. Use the blue-blazed side trails along Long
Pond; see the monitions in the guidebook.
2. The west slope of Moxie Bald Mountain through the fire-killed section will present
difficulty unless it can be mowed again as in 1941.
3. Mt. Bigelow, The Trail for .8 m. in the sag between Little Bigelow and East Peak was
not cleared; It is marked by paint blazes only.
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4. Sugarloaf-Orbeton Stream. This is a section where there is a heavy growth of fallen
timber - the aftermath of the hurricane. It is anticipated that this will be cleared by local
parties in 1943 but care should be used in this section, the traverse of which involves
considerable exertion.
By reason of the intensity of the Trail marking in Maine, seasoned travelers should have
no difficulty in determining the route, despite any handicap of lack of customary
maintenance. However, slow travel should be anticipated and very ample time allowed
for the traverse of these sections. Under no circumstances should they be attempted as
stunt trips or by parties inadequately prepared.
*****
Pages 21, 293, 323, 328. There are no public accommodations in Andover at the present
time. Public transportation in Andover can be arranged for through Roger Mills.
Pages 273-293 and 325-345. The 40-mile section between Saddleback and Andover-B
Hill Road, maintained by the Bates College Outing Club, will not receive maintenance
during 1943. The situation with respect to non-availability of the college students,
together with transportation restrictions, has precluded the Bates College Outing Club
from making its annual maintenance trip. These sections have been worked over
thoroughly each year and no difficulty should be experienced in traversing them except
for the annual growth of grass and raspberry bushes.
*****
Correspondence with the Editor of this Guidebook should be addressed to Commander
Myron H. Avery, Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 80S Seventeenth Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C.
July, 1943.

NOTE TO PURCHASERS OF THE FOURTH EDITION
OF GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE

This sheet supplements the yellow sheet, transmitted with the Fourth Edition of Guide to
The Appalachian Trail in Maine. That sheet noted certain developments along the Trail
route occasioned by the war situation. This sheet reflects 1943 conditions and supersedes
the 1942 sheet.
Katahdin
Baxter State Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer, is in military service. No successor for Dyer
or custodian for the Chimney Pond Camp has as yet been appointed. There is a caretaker
at Katahdin Stream Campsite. A caretaker at the Roaring Brook Cabin or at the
Avalanche Brook Campsite will care for parties camping at Chimney Pond. The State
expects little use of the Katahdin area during the war.
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The Maine State Legislature did not make any appropriation for the maintenance of the
Park for 1943 and 1944; there was, however, an appropriation for the maintenance of the
Nesowadnehunk-Greenville Road.
The Appalachian Mountain Club has rebuilt the lean-to at Davis Pond in the Northwest
Basin.
Accommodations
By reason of the rationing situation, camps in Maine having limited facilities may not be
in operation; the situation in some instances cannot be definitely forecast. Make inquiry
before relying definitely upon the availability of the accommodation. Further, the
situation may change so that camps which are now listed as open may close during the
season. Sporting camp rates have, of course, been increased. Consult camp proprietor for
particular rate. Generally, rates previously $3.50 are now $4.00 and $4.00 rates are $4.50.
The situation with respect to particular camps is as follows:
Daicey Pond. The number of reservations indicates considerable volume of business
booked for August and September. Hikers should furnish at least a week's notice to insure
accommodations. Rates are now $5.00 per day.
Rainbow Lake. Mr. Clifford is not operating, during 1942 [sic], his main camps on
Rainbow Lake; occasional parties with guides may be found at this camp but it is not to
be regarded as open. Clifford's camps at Rainbow Lake Dam, 3-1/2 miles farther south on
the A.T., are in operation.
Nahmakanta: Nahmakanta Lake Camps are closed.
The Hermitage. The Hermitage Camps are closed for 1943.
Moxie Pond. Troutdale Camps continue closed. Folsom’s Rainbow Camps are also
closed. Travelers in this section may be able to make arrangements with J. L. Rohr whose
cabin is a short distance north of Rainbow Camps.
Carry Pond. The Carry Pond Camps are not to be open before August, if at that time.
Ledge House, Mt. Bigelow. The Ledge House is not open.
Redington Pond. Camps are closed for 1943.
Trail Maintenance
By reason of the scarcity of labor and the war situation, certain sections of the Trail in
Maine cannot be maintained at all times to the pre-existing standard. See the May 1943
issue of Appalachian Trailway News for a detailed statement of the situation.
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In 1942 very extensive Trail reclearing was carried on by the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club from East Carry Pond across the Bigelow Range to Mt. Sugarloaf (32 m.)
There are four places in Maine where, unless maintenance is available during 1943, Trail
travelers may expect difficulty:
1. Barren-Chairback Range. There is a serious interference on Columbus and Third
Mountains caused by the lumber operations. Use the blue-blazed side trails along Long
Pond; see the monitions in the guidebook. Lumbering operations have been suspended in
1943, due to the labor shortage. The interference is the measure of the 1941-2 operation.
There is a possibility that there will be a Trail Club work trip on the Barren-Chairback
Range the last week of August and the first week of September to eliminate the
lumbering damage.
2. The west slope of Moxie Bald Mountain through the fire-killed section will present
difficulty unless it can be mowed again as in 1941.
3. Mt. Bigelow. The Trail for .8 m. in the sag between Little Bigelow and East Peak was
not cleared; it is marked by paint blazes only.
4. Sugarloaf-Orbeton Stream. This is a section where there is a heavy growth of fallen
timber - the aftermath of the hurricane. It is anticipated that this will be cleared by local
parties in 1943 but care should be used in this section, the traverse of which involves
considerable exertion.
By reason of the intensity of the Trail marking in Maine, seasoned travelers should have
no difficulty in determining the route, despite any handicap of lack of customary
maintenance. However, slow travel should be anticipated and very ample time allowed
for the traverses of these sections. Under no circumstances should they be attempted as
stunt trips or by parties inadequately prepared.
*****
Pages 21, 293, 323, 328. There are no public accommodations in Andover at the present
time. Public transportation in Andover can be arranged for through Roger Mills.
Pages 273-293 and 325-345. The 40-mile section between Saddleback and Andover-B
Hill Road, maintained by the Bates College Outing Club, will not receive maintenance
during 1943. The situation with respect to the non-avai1ability of the college students,
together with transportation restrictions, has precluded the Bates College Outing Club
from making its annual maintenance trip. These sections have been worked over
thoroughly each year and no difficulty should be experienced in traversing them except
for the annual growth of grass and raspberry bushes.
*****
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Correspondence with the Editor of this Guidebook should be addressed to Commander
Myron H. Avery, Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C.
August 9, 1943. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Appalachian Trail Conference.
[Hand-written]
Messrs: I opened my camps 2 weeks ago and plan to be open the rest of the season.
Trail about the same as last year.
I will try to get a day or two’s work on it from here to Church Pond. Some trees blowed
down on the Trail.
August 12, 1943. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
This letter takes the place of a personal call which I expected to make in Lewiston. I was
called to Maine by family difficulties and took the advantage of stopping en route at
Portland to attend the Centennial Anniversary of the Psi Upsilon Fraternity where I met a
great many old acquaintances whom I had not seen for years.
In order to keep posted as to events in Maine, I arranged to see Ray Rendall. I expected to
see him in the morning and come to Lewiston in the afternoon. Due to the uncertainty of
train arrangements, I gave you no advance warning. It is just as well, for due to delayed
trains and spending more time at Augusta, I only had time to return to Portland.
My conversation with Rendall was extremely interesting. There have been no
developments which particularly affect us. I also had a very pleasant call on Greaton.
I am sending to you a copy of the finished U.S.G.S. Oquossoc Quadrangle. This I think
will be of much interest to you. It is not available publicly. Also, the U.S.G.S. has done
the Old Speck Quadrangle. That will probably be available in an advance form this
winter. I have been able to obtain a photostat. It does not have the names but the contours
and elevations will be of interest to you. You can pick out the Trail route which was
omitted from some of the sheets but will appear on the final map.
Undoubtedly Stan Attwood would like to see this and I suggest you might give him a call.
I shall try to get a copy of the Oquossoc Quadrangle for him but the availability of this
map as well as the photostat of the Old Speck map is something that both of you must
forget you have ever seen and in no event will the word be passed on. I have to stress the
necessity for this caution.
I was much interested to know of David's going to the Coast Guard and hope that he
enjoys his assignment.
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There is a possibility that I may get a few days, with some Washington friends,
commencing August 25th, to do some work on the Barren-Chairback Range. If you can
get away and want to see the country, join us.
Will you be sure to return the photostat to me at the end of ten days so that I may meet
my commitments in that respect.
August 12, 1943. Myron Avery to Gallagher. {Sent to Bethel, Maine, care of
Canadian Pacific R.R.}
Dear Mr. Gallagher:
1 am wondering if you expect to have any opportunity to be at Moxie Pond this year.
I have had considerable correspondence with Mr. Rohr. With Mr. Folsom in Florida--his
vacation prolonged by the unfortunate incident of the deer found around his camp, Moxie
Pond seems somewhat deserted.
Mr. Rohr wrote that 0‘Neal had died some time ago at Waterville. Apparently he had had
a very difficult and prolonged illness.
There is a possibility that we may get to Maine for a few days but it all depends upon
developments here. If you see any prospect of getting to Moxie Pond and have any
opportunity to do any Trail work, I suggest you let me know.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
August 12, 1943.

----MAINE----

U. S. Geological Survey Maps available in addition to those indicated on September 1942
Maine Index Map:
1. Gardner Lake (Washington County)
2. Wesley
“
“
3. Tug Mountain
“
“
4. Big Lake
“
“
5. Wabassus
“
“
6. Wytopitlock (Aroostook County)
8. Mattawamkeag
“
“
9. Sebec (Piscataquis County)
………
6. Scraggly (Washington County). Proof in final form will be available about October 1.
The numerals show Quadrangle location on attached index sheet.
The Old Speck Sheet is partly finished. Some field work remains to be done. Photograph
could be had showing contours.
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******************
The following sheets were resurveyed in 1942 and 1943. No advance sheets will be
issued of these. All of them should be available during 1944.
Berwick
Kennebunk
Biddeford
Newfield
Buxton
Small Point
Sebago (new Sebago Lake)
Gray
Freeport
Bath
Boothbay
North Conway (N.H.)
Norway (1943 program)

Wiscassset
Vinalhaven
Deer Island
Swans Island (1943 program)
Augusta
Vassalboro
Castine
Blue Hill
Norridgewock
Waterville
Bucksport (1943 program)
Orland
“
“
Anson
“
“
Bingham
“
“
Bangor
“
“
Orono
“
“

Maine Field parties are now working elsewhere and any work, scheduled for 1943, now
unfinished will go over to next year. This work is all War Department work; Maine
cooperative work has ceased.
August 12, 1943. Myron Avery to Raymond E. Randall, Forest Commissioner,
Maine Forestry Service, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Ray;
In keeping with my conversation, I am enclosing an index map of Maine which has been
corrected and annotated to reflect the present situation. It will enable you to ask for the
maps which you do not have. Pressure of work which I found on return to Washington
has prevented my getting this to you at an earlier date.
I certainly enjoyed my visit at Augusta and I appreciate very much your devoting so
much of your time to me.
I shall hope to have the opportunity to reciprocate when you are in Washington.
August 13, 1943. Marion Park to Benton Hatch, c/o William S. Harriman, Stockton
Springs, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hatch:
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Your letter with respect to the error in the map arrangement of the Maine Guidebook and
your order for three Katahdin Reprints was received during a rush of inquiries resulting
from a very short article on The Appalachian Trail which appeared in the July issue of
Readers' Digest. We had during three weeks some 1672 inquiries.
To avoid delay, a duplicate map was forwarded to you and the three Guides. The
supplying of guidebooks is a personalized matter and as the Trail Conference keeps an
accurate record of the people to whom the guidebooks are distributed, I shall appreciate
your advising me the names of the parties for whom the Guides were forwarded.
For your convenience in replying, there is enclosed an addressed envelope.
August 13, 1943. Sara E. Green, Katahdin Iron Works Road, Brownville Junction,
Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery.
In reply to your inquiry of the 9th.
Now I regret to say that all my camps are closed for the duration on account of the
gasoline and labor situation and so I will not be able to take care of your party this year. I
am very sorry. You could get excellent accommodations at the Dillon House, Milo, Me.
but as for the transportation I am not able to tell, as taxis are not allowed to go over
twelve miles from home and there isn’t a public car here in town, due of course to the
gasoline ban.
You might write Mr. Walter Dillon, prop. of the Dillon House at Milo, and he might be
able to tell you if you would be able to get any transportation from Milo to K. I. Works.
I am very sorry not to be able to take care of your party but shall hope to see you after the
ban is lifted or at any time you are able to come to Maine.
“C’est La Guerre” you know.
August 14, 1943. E. W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine,
to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The way it looks now I cannot get you at Milo and bring you to camp as I could not take
so many at once in the car and we have parties coming and going at that time which
makes it impossible. But you might be able to get in touch with the mail man at K.I. Jess
Karl as he takes in people and perhaps could make an early trip in Morn. to Milo and get
the rest when he got his mail. Any way you can write him or you can go to Brnvl. Jct.
from Milo by bus early in Morn around 7 I think it leaves and meet mail man there. I can
accommodate you at that time at camp at least we will somehow. If you do find out just
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what day you will be here at camp we would like to know if possible but as we will have
guests here guess we will have something for you to eat also.
I have no help only a young boy who is going soon to go to school and I am sorry to say I
won’t be able to do the trail work. Help is very scarce as you know and my man I had left
in July and have as yet not been able to find another.
Mr. Dore was up Thur. night and said he had been over his part as far as W. Chairback.
We have been very busy this summer and still are.
Suppose a few days on the trail will make you forget the doings of the day as it will also
be good for you to get away from it all. However if you can let us know what day you
will be at camp and just how many it will be a help to us.
There has been 7 apps. over the trail lately but they didn’t go over the Chair they took our
blue trail and then took Dore’s trail to Bodfish.
August 17, 1943. Marion Park to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin
Iron Works, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
I am now able to write you as to our final arrangements in connection with the proposed
trip to Maine. Mr. Avery wrote you that the whole matter was very uncertain and that he
did not know whether he would be able to make the trip or not. It now develops that he
will be unable to leave Washington, so I am making the arrangements for the party.
We have at the present time the following number of people definitely committed: four
women and one man. There is a chance that there may be two or three additional people.
As to this, I could write you shortly.
Our arrangements contemplate leaving Boston on the noon train on Thursday, August
26th. From your correspondence with Mr. Avery, it was suggested that, we stay at the
Dillon House at Milo. I understand that you are in a position to bring in guests to your
Camps. We would like to come in on the morning of August 27th. I presume that you
would pick the party up at Milo on that morning.
Our party could walk in from The Hermitage. This with the exception of Miss
Stephenson. She has just recovered from a very serious illness and it will be necessary for
her to come in by buckboard from The Hermitage. Also, because she will be recuperating,
it would be well to place her and another member of our party who is not particularly
well in a cabin by themselves as far away from the rest of the camp as possible, so that
they could rest longer.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1943 – Compiled by David Field – Page 52

I understand from your correspondence with Mr. Avery that your rates are a flat $4.00 a
day. Would you advise me of the cost of transportation per person in from Milo, so that
we may be governed accordingly in making our arrangements.
Did you incur any expense in connection with bringing in the package of paint and tools?
If so, we would want to reimburse you.
I would appreciate very much your letting me hear from you in connection with these
arrangements, particularly about picking us up on August 27th, as this is very important
to us.
It is close to 100 degrees down here and we are looking forward to spending a few days
in the Maine woods.
It would be our expectation to stay at your Camps through the night of August 31st. We
would then go down to Dore's, as we want to do some work on the Trail in that area.
August 17, 1943. Marion Park to Wm. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Dora:
I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Perham, in order to save time
in having to explain the situation.
Our present plans are to come to your Camps on September 1st. Our schedule calls for
leaving Tuesday morning, the 7th, in order to connect with the train going down state.
We expect to reach Boston late Tuesday night. This would give us six days at your
Camps.
I need to have some information about the expenses in order to make the necessary
arrangements. I understood from your correspondence with Mr. Avery that your rate was
the same as Perhams, that is, $4.00 per day, flat.
In addition, we would need to know what would be the expense of the transportation out
to Monson. 1 presume that you would do the same as before; that is, we would walk out
to Bodfish Farm but that our packs would be taken out by buckboard.
We want to try to do what we can in the way of Trail work while we are up there.
However, since we will be somewhat reduced in manpower - as well as womanpower - I
am afraid that our efforts will have to be confined to a large extent to renewing paint
blazes and doing the incidental work. If you have been able to do the clearing of the tree
tops, which Mr. Whitney wrote you about, we will be very pleased indeed, for this will
mean that we can complete our Trail re-marking.
We did plan to go over and do some repainting in Gulf Hagas.
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We are certainly looking forward to enjoying Mrs. Dore’s dinners and will see you in the
not too distant future. Mr. Perham wrote that the telephone connection is gone. How can
we get in touch with you after we arrive at Perham’s?
1 will let you know of any changes in the number of our party.
August 17, 1943. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadio,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
Your letter of July 28th, addressed to the Trail Conference, has been turned over to me. I
appreciate your pains in letting us know how conditions are. I am glad to know that
things are quite clear as far as Church Pond. It has been quite a growing season down
here and I imagine the difficulties between your Camps and West Branch Ponds are no
less than previous years.
I have been in Washington since September of last year when I was sent back on the
usual four day notice. I have been unable to get away since but I am always hoping that
my luck may turn. There has been a lot of lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range
around Long Pond. It needs reclearing and repainting. There is a chance that a few of us
may get about a week in late August and if so, we shall have to go there because it is the
section of the Trail which is apparently in the worst condition. Last fall we did some
work on Mt. Bigelow.
I know that you will do what you can in the way of clearing out the Trail to West Branch
Ponds for us. With the shortage of help and other difficulties, I know that you are
handicapped there, and all of this is difficult. We appreciate all the more what you do for
us. We are hoping that this will not last too long and that we will have the opportunity
very soon in the future to be back with you at Yoke Ponds.
Your Washington friends all send their best regards.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
August 17, 1943. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
I have been wondering how I have fallen into disfavor with the Potter family. I wrote you
early in the spring and all summer have been looking for word from the place where I
should like to be.
I am afraid that it is going to be quite some time before I shall see the Joe Mary country
again but it is something to look forward to. With no one at Nahmakanta, I imagine that
the Trail back of the lake is growing up fast. Probably the alders from the Nahmakanta
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Campground will begin to come in at a pretty good rate too. I had a note from Charlie
Berry, who said that he expected that he would have a chance to cut these logs out in the
near future.
If there was anything happened in the way of lumbering or anything around your country
last year, I certainly would like to hear from you what has gone on.
With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Potter,
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
August 17, 1913. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Fred:
I have not heard from you since your last very interesting letter which indicated that you
were still uncertain as to whether you were going to run your Camps or not. Having heard
nothing from you, I assume that you have had no chance to do anything in the way of reopening the Trail.
I should be glad to have a breath of the cool of the Maine woods down here in
Washington’s 100 degree temperature through getting one of your usual letters.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
August 17, 1943. Paul R. Jenks, Committee on Trails, Appalachian Mountain Club,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
It was my pleasure to find in my mail yesterday morning a copy of the “Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine," with a very wonderful little note of presentation from the
compiling committee.
It was particularly felicitous because, owing to my retirement from teaching (by reason of
superannuation), I have begun to realize how narrow, at least relatively, had been my
active interest in trail matters outside of the A.M.C.
The explanation has been that the A.M.C. trails, with my sign-painting for them, has
literally taken all my spare time for twenty five years. Now however I have time to read
and to think more widely; and this volume should be the beginning of wider interest in
trails.
From one day’s perusal of the volume I have concluded that you have drawn ahead of the
A.M.C. Guide in very many respects, which interests me greatly; and I expect to study it
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further with profit and pleasure, and the hope that in some minor way I may be able to be
of service to the Maine or the main A.T. interests.
August 17, 1943. Myron Avery to Paul R. Jenks, 141-48--33rd Avenue, Flushing,
New York.
Dear Mr. Jenks:
I am sending to you belatedly a copy of my letter to Mr. Waring. I appreciate very much
your courtesy in writing to me on the receipt of the copy of my letter to Mr. Chase.
We should like to have in your library and records of Trail material the book for the area
adjacent to the section to which you have devoted so many years of labor. Accordingly,
under separate cover I sent you a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE.
We find ourselves, because of the amateur nature of our Trail work, somewhat hard hit in
Maine. You will note the closing of several of the sporting camps en route.
I am afraid it will be quite some time before we can resume our normal activities but I
shall look forward to your joining us on some future occasion, such as the very pleasant
meeting at Bear Mountain which has already receded into the dim past.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
August 17, 1943. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Glad to receive your letter of the 12th. I am returning the Photostat of the Old Speck
quadrangle well within the time limit I trust.
I am sorry that we couldn’t make connections during your recent trip to Maine. I am
afraid that the Bates Outing Club won’t do much more trail work until the war is over.
We can’t get gas of course, but we could use the Rangeley bus: out chief difficulty is
manpower and time. Our Civilian student body is mainly made up of girls now. We have
a Navy V-12 unit and a Navy pre-medical pre-dental unit at Bates, but neither these boys
nor anyone else has any time any more. We have gone on a three term a year basis with
no vacations except five or six days at Xmas and again at Easter. Betty Beal of the Bates
Library was home in Phillips for a month in June and I had hoped she would get
something done on the Saddleback-Sugarloaf section, but she did not. She hopes to do
something this fall with the aid of Earl Winters, game warden, but the wardens are driven
pretty hard now to attend to their regular duties.
We have 300 Navy boys here. You will be interested to know that 80 of them are from
Bowdoin, and a very fine group too. Under this accelerated program we are all kept on
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the jump: for example, the Navy pre-med program calls for all the Biology courses to be
either eight or nine hours per week each, a considerable expansion over the time we used
to require.
David went to the Mid-shipman’s School at Notre Dame after graduating in May, and
received his ensign’s commission three weeks ago, after two months of very intensive
training. He is now stationed at the Naval Base at Norfolk, Va. He is assigned to the Fleet
Camera Party and spends part of the time ashore, making calculations on the data
collected. His address if you should have a few minutes sometime to drop him a line, is
Ensign D. B. Sawyer, U.S.N.R., AFCP, USS Alcor, c/o Fleet Postmaster, New York City.
Scott Libby is also based at Norfolk now, but is not there very much of the time.
Constance is home for the summer and enters Smith College in Sept. Betty and I stay
here and keep the home fires burning, though there are times when I wish I was doing
something other than trying to teach these embryo Navy men. It is impossible to
adequately prepare them for Medical School in 1 ¾ years, as we are now compelled to do.
This letter seems to be mostly about the Sawyers and their doings. I hope you will be able
to get a few days on the A.T. this month, as you seem to think possible. If you do, and
can stop over in Lewiston, you know that we shall be very glad to see you. I trust that
Mrs. Avery is as well or better, and that the boys are busy and happy.
August 18, 1943. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Thank you for the U.S.G..S. index map which I received in good order.
I am still looking forward to an opportunity to visit you in Washington. It rather looks
now as though I would not be able to make it for some time to come.
August 19, 1943. Myron Avery to Harold York, Chief Fire Warden, Maine Fire
Service, Oquossoc, Maine
Dear Mr. York:
You may recall our meeting a few years back at Grafton Notch when I was doing some
checking on The Appalachian Trail.
We have been intending for some time to put up at Grafton Notch some signs indicating
the distances on the Trail. We think these would be of considerable interest to people who
stop at the campground in knowing the objectives reached. The signs which we have
made are for the beginning of the trail up Old Speck on the highway, at the fire warden's
cabin and at the junction of the East Spur Trail, as well as the junction of the trail to the
tower and to The Appalachian Trail on Old Speck.
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1 was recently at Augusta and happened to mention this matter to Forest Supervisor
Rendall. He suggested that 1 might send the signs to you and, if you were unable to put
them up, the fire warden on Old Speck could do so.
I accordingly am arranging to send forward the signs. I am copying below the legend on
the signs and the designation of where the signs are to go. I think the matter will be
entirely clear. Whoever puts them up would of course arrange to have then placed so that
they will be conspicuous and readily noticeable.
198, At Forest Service Campground in Grafton Notch – points right-Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Firetower (4,175 ft.)
Speck Pond Lean-to
Full Goose Lean-to
North Peak, Goose Eye
Carlo Col Lean-to
Me.-N.H. Line
A.T.C.

1.7 m.
3.05 m.
7.96 m.
8.93 m.
12.5 m.
12.73 m.

199. Same place as No. 198 - points right –
Appalachian Trail
Follow highway, then turn right in .44 m.
Katahdin
253. m.
A.T.C.
200. At Old Speck fire warden's Cabin - points left—
East Spur Trail to Tower
(Rough Trail)
A.T.C.
201. At tower - points left —
East Spur Trail to Cabin
(Rough Trail)
A.T.C.
202. At junction of Trail to Tower and A.T. on Old Speak - points right –
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 26
Grafton Notch Lean-to
East Peak Baldpate
Katahdin

1.65 m.
2.29 m.
5.57 m.
254.88 m.
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A.T.C.
203. Same place as No. 202 - points left –
Old Speck Tower
and
East Spur Trail
A.T.C.
To prevent staining of the boards, we use galvanized nails. I am having some of these
mailed to you under separate cover, as they may not be readily available.
We are arranging for the Appalachian Mountain Club to put up a sign on the Mahoosuc
Trail where it crosses the state line.
I recently saw the copy of the new map for the Old Speck area. You will be interested to
know that the elevation is a little bit less than that which we reported about a year ago in
Trailway News. The new figure is about 4,100 feet. Baldpate over to the east has come
down about 200 feet. The highest elevation is 3, 820 ft. It certainly will be interesting
when this detailed map is available.
I will appreciate your letting us know that these signs have been safely installed and have
been put up without any difficulty. If there is any question, I would appreciate your
letting me know. I am enclosing an extra copy of this letter which can be used for the
information as to the location of the signs.
There is one matter which I should mention. After smoothing off the rough bark of the
tree, we leave about half an inch of the nail projecting in order to allow for the growth of
the tree; otherwise the signs are too quickly forced off.
August 24, 1943. Myron Avery to R. L. Whitney, Maine Seaboard Paper Company,
Bucksport, Maine.
Dear Mr. Whitney:
I have your letter with the enclosure from Bill Dore, explaining that he has completed the
work and re-opened the Barren-Chalrback Trail.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is very appreciative of your interest and what you
have done in this connection. We fully realize all of the difficulties.
We have a small party going to the Barren-Chairback Range next week and they will
have the opportunity to see at first hand Mr. Dore's good work.
We shall see to it that our Trail users are advised of what the Seaboard Company has
done in the way of repairing the interference with the route.
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August 29, 1943. Lew Ney to Myron Avery.
Dear Avery:
Here’s the galley proof. I haven’t read it carefully myself. But will give it the twice-over
when I get it in page-proof. Twill be 2 pt. leaded, same as original.
A defense job ties me down 84 hours + a week. But the enclosed return envelope is best
address to reach me pronto.
Box 684, Tappan, N.Y.
August 30, 1943. Marion Park to Myron Avery. [Hand-written on Department of
Justice letterhead]
Dear Myron:
Tomorrow is our last day at Perham’s. Things have gone fairly well—except for
suggestions of all kinds.
Ruth fell on Friday P.M. and hurt her knee and did not hike on Saturday. On Sunday she
went along and today stayed in camp. Tomorrow Betty and I are going up to the sag and
paint the blue trail to the lookout on Chairback and Jack, Jean and Ruth are staying in
camp to go canoing and take pictures. We did not get nearly as much done as we had
hoped as the trail was in very bad condition. However it is in good shape now to the sag
and well painted. Mr. Perham says the trail is in good shape from Bodfish to West
Chairback Pond. Mr. Dore was up yesterday but I did not see him as we were on the
mountain. He is going to come up for Jean and the baggage Wed. P.M. and meet us at the
Gulf Hagas Trail later.
Jack has worked very hard and has been very good company. He is anxious to get into
more active work for the A.T. and as he is a lignotime (I don’t know if that is spelled
right or not) operator so I suggested that he might do something with the letter we send
out to people who ask for information. He said he could run them off on the proof
machine. But we will talk more of it when I see you.
I got a big kick out of Lew Ney’s cards. I hope you get the cuts.
It has been cold here with frost the night before we arrived. Surely a contrast to
Washington.
September 2, 1943. Austin Chase, A.M.C. Councillor of Trails, 693 E. Main Street,
Little Falls, New York, to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:
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I have been tardy in replying to your letter of August 17th. I shall be glad to send Miss
Stephenson a note for publication in the Trailway News regarding the Trail operations of
the A.M.C. under present conditions. Miss Stephenson asked me for something along this
line last spring, but I was at a loss at that time to know what to write for the reason that
our plans for trail work for this year were extremely uncertain up to the very last minute.
Despite our adequate budget we have had great difficulty in securing the necessary man
power to operate properly this summer. We have covered our trails fairly well, but have
not been able to maintain our traditional standard of work; and I am not at all sure in my
own mind that we shall even be able to have an organized Trail Crew next summer.
However, my term of office as Councilor of Trails expires on December 31st so this
problem will be up to my successor to solve.
{J. S., Heard. Please note and return to M.H.A. 10-14-43.}
September 12, 1943. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Hello Commander Myron:
I think I wrote you once since the letter spoke of. It was mostly about the trail. We will
have to get a good start next spring and mow the trail out. It would cost a Hundred Dollar
to clean it out to the River. I was out on it the other day looking for Blueberrys and could
hardly follow it. I expect to clean it out and then go over it about twice a year, the River
to north shore. I am mostly alone here now. But have had a fine summer. Had better run
than last and will have the best Sept. ever. Had 14 over Sunday, six went today and four
coming tomorrow with 4 or 5 party booked for the rest of the month. I have 8—two party
all from N.J. one 3 week Party one a week so far don’t know how much longer may be
another week. 4 in Party and have our bathroom cabin. You may have met Dr. Curry his
Girl caught a 2 ¼ trout today.
We have a good water supply now. Have our Ram going at the Dam. We hooked it on to
the other line and I have hooked the Water way up in to the lowerest spring. We have the
timber peeled to build a Flush closet and bath for the [?] don’t have a bathroom. We built
a nice bathroom on to our big cabin last fall. It’s working fine and I am getting 2.00 extra
per day for it--$5.50 each for this [?]. I expect to be in Hot Water tomorrow as I promised
this four coming tomorrow the Bathroom and the Dr. is still staying and his wife and
Daughter. I’ll have to give him two small cabins until they go. I hope and I think they
will stay another week at least. This is his 22nd year at this camp and he says [??]. I didn’t
tell you the luck I have had for help. Mrs. R. H. McDougall and Edna also Hugh her
Brother have been here all Season and she can cook all she needs is some thing to do with
and you know we have that--own here cow, pig, Good Garden and plenty of meat all
along I have a Kerosene refrigerator and can keep meat a month. I killed our bull Labor
Day and [?] him a while. It’s the best meat this year. I got a whole lamb last week so we
are all fixed for a while or all of Sept. I have wild meat and chicken in the cellar will have
a lot left over expect to get more in Hunting season. Have 4 Partys booked for Hunting I
also have a Hunting ad coming out in Oct. in Fishing and Hunting Mag. Look for it.
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I am writing you a lot. I trust this will be good news to you as you are interested in this
sort of thing.
We have had Goberof Hister and Sec. Hull tonight. They are all as well as ourselves [?]
onto the war news. I heard from Walter Loherman [Sherman?] the [?] Guide. He was in
Mass. was out on the firing range and took all the honors with 9 or 10 bullseyes a near
one, also 49 out of 50. He is looking for a Furlough first of Nov. and wants a crack at the
deer. I have known him to get three in a day. Was always a good shot and had a good 300.
Well I must close and go to bed. Write sometime.
September, 1943. [Reports on work trip led by Marion Park.]
I. Paint.

GULF HAGAS TRAIL

Repainted from Hermitage west to junction of Gulf Hagas Trail and Pleasant River Road.
Screw Augur Falls Trail repainted September 4.
Repainted from North shore of Long Pond to West Branch and on the Gulf Hagas Trail
for a distance of about 4 ½ m. Many of the side spur trails need repainting here.
II. Condition of Trail
From Long Pond to West Branch, ingrown with bushes but good footway. Considerable
growth near the river. Gulf Hagas Trail--occasional down trees but inadequate marking
obscured the route.
III. Signs.
New signs at Dore's Camps for future installation. View point signs much needed.
IIII. Needed work.
1. Complete repainting of one mile of Gulf Hagas Trail and remainder of Pleasant River
Road.
2. Bush out trail.
3. Install board signs.
{4. Install sign No. 76}
TRAIL REPORTS
SECTION 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
I. Paint.
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Repainted from Perham’s Camps to East Chairback Pond by Ruth Hammer; from East
Chairback Pond to West Chairback Pond outlet by M.P. and Betty Samson (4.92 m.);
from West Chairback Pond to Dore's side trail (8.74 m.) repainted August, 1943 by Mr.
Dore. (No black paint used.) Chairback Mtn. Trail (blue) repainted by M.P. and Betty
Samson. Dore’s side trail repainted by Mr. Dore August, 1943. Part of train [trail?] seen
by M.P.;painting seemed adequate.
II. A.T. Markers.
Nothing done in 1943.
III. Mile Markers.
Repainted Nos. 1 to 4 inclusive.
IV. Trail Data.
Dore’s relocation avoids Monument Cliffs. Trail to be restored to original location. Due
to lumbering, data for entire section should be checked.
V. Board Signs.
All signs in place from Perham’s Camps to Perham’s side trail (6.65 m.). Mr. Dore had
not installed signs on Barren for side trails sent him in 1942.
VI. Condition of Trail.
Trail from Perham's Camps to East Chairback Pond badly overgrown by summer growth
near upper end. Cleared it so it is passable. From East Chairback Pond to Trail to
Chairback Mountain very badly overgrown by alders, especially after leaving East
Chairback Pond and about 2.5 m. to 3 m. From 3.3 m. to top of Columbus Mtn., Trail in
pretty good condition. From top of Columbus Mtn.. Trail was lost. Mr. Dore and Mr.
Hess relocated from there to West Chairback Pond. Will need attention every year for
some time. {See separate sheet on Gulf Hagas.}
VII. Required Work:
1. Relocate route to go over Monument Cliffs.
2. Check painting between Dore’s and Perham’s side trails with respect to excess blazes.
3. Repaint entire route, eliminating excess paint blazes on southern portion.
4. Annual reclearing with emphasis on first 3.3 miles.
5. See if sign at junction of A.T. and side trail to East Chairbeck has been moved to
junction (too far south).
6. Clear beginning of Cloud Pond side trail.
7. Reclear logs on Barren and clear out bushes at Long Pond Stream.
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8. Shift signs at junction of Dore’s Tote-road and A.T. (New Sign 110 sent Dore for this
purpose.)
9. Put A.T. sign where Trail reaches gravel road at Vaughan Stream.
10. In repainting, many blazes along route should be eliminated.
TRAIL REPORTS
SECTION 8
THIRD WEST BRANCH POND TO LONG POND
I. Paint.
Repainted from Perham’s ½ m. to Bog Brook.
September, 1943. Tools and Paint on Hand at Dore’s Mountain View Camps.
2
1
1
2
1
3
3
2
3

Weeders and package of blades
Clipper
Bush Hook
Cans Blue Paint
Can (partly full) of Blue Paint
Cans White Paint
Brushes
Used scrapers (large)
Paint Carriers
Markers
Nails
Signs for Gulf Hagas and Barren Mtn.

September, 1943. Tools and Paint on Hand at Perham’s Long Pond Camps.
4
Cans White Paint
3-3/4 Cans Black Paint
Nails
Markers
1
Brush
4
Weeders
4
Clippers
2
Small Axes
2
Paint carriers
October 2, 1943. Robert F. Duncan, 15 Rochambeau Road, Scarsdale, N.Y., to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written] {Noted 10-14-43. Heard}
Dear Commander Avery:
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Many thanks for yours of September 23. I am in Boston for several weeks with the Red
Cross and am leaving for that city Sunday afternoon so shall be unable to be with you as
you suggest. I am sorry, as I should like to get out on the trail with you.
I haven’t much to report on Katahdin that you don’t know already. I spent five days at
York’s. A Mr. Burbick (if I have his name correct) from the Potomac Chapter was there
for a few hours after I arrived and told me that he found the trail along the south shore of
Rainbow Lake in very bad shape. Junior York had cleared it down from the river to the
east end of Rainbow, leaving Clifford to do the piece along the lake, but evidently
Clifford has not done anything about it. Burbick reported that it took him eight hours to
go 13 miles. He finally reached Clifford’ camp at the west end of the lake and spent the
night there.
While at York’s I climbed Sentinel or Roosevelt and found the trail in fairly good shape.
Several spots which were obscure we cleared up by blazing and cutting. It would be good
to paint that trail sometime.
I climbed Katahdin by the Hunt Trail and took the Baxter Cut-off to the Saddle and on to
Hamlin Peak. Everything seemed O.K., particularly the A.M.C. painted sign with green
borders. They looked very spruce and neat. I was very sorry I did not have time to visit
the northwest Basin or Klondike Pond. Junior York, who was ill during my visit, said it
was necessary to use a rope to get down to the latter, or go quite a bit in the north,
descend, and then bushwhack back to the pond.
Another day I went pretty well up Doubletop, but my lady companion was so lame from
the Katahdin climb that she didn’t want to do the final push. We went via Rocky Pond;
the trail from the pond to the campground was in pretty bad shape. It was very wet and
overgrown. We did quite a bit of clearing there, but I should think Mrs. Bradeen would
see to that. I stopped and talked with her. She seemed very satisfied with the summer’s
business and had nearly a full camp as late as September 10. Things looking prosperous
about the place.
In general thing were very quiet about the mountain. We met no one on any of the trails,
and there was only one party camping at Katahdin Stream. But I can report that the road
in from Millinocket was in excellent shape as far as York’s. I came out in 1 ½ hrs. by car
from York’s on Sunday the 12th.
The Conference must have had a lot of publicity for all those inquiries. I must have
missed the article in the “Digest”.
Many thanks for sending me the inclosures. They probably were with the Katahdin
guides but were misplaced here. You are right about some of the signs on the Hunt Trail;
the paint has worn off some of them. I walked down from York’s to the cable bridge and
crossed it. Some of the white stenciled signs were pretty well worn.
P.S. Excuse the appearance of this letter. Evidently the pen is on strike.
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October 6, 1943. Mrs. Elwyn Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am very much ashamed that all the time from July 12th to the present date has elapsed
but my time has been very much occupied all summer, in fact I don’t know where the
summer has gone but the past two days when we look up on old Bigelow and see the
snow you begin to realize that old man winter is just around the corner. We have been
very busy with our two gardens and people, so much so, that Elwyn hasn’t cut only two
cord of pulp all summer. He helped Mr. Witham hay and since then we’ve hardly had a
day here at the house. We have canned just quarts of things from our gardens which
seemed to out do themselves in both places. But with them 5 miles apart it has kept us
humping. We have averaged that trail at least twice a week all summer and I still think
they are long miles (Avery ones).
September was a full month at camp with people, all had very good fishing with a Conn.
lady topping my prize 5 ¾# fish with a 7 pounder. For the month there were 135 fish
taken. I canned up a case of pints for one party of four to take home and the last party had
6 ½ quarts to take home.
We haven’t had a chance to go over the trail—and I am afraid we won’t for we are well
booked up for the hunting season which starts the 21st. We are so behind with our own
work that we are trying to get a man to help us. I imagine El will cover more or less of
the trail from Middle Carry to the hut at Jerome so we will report on that as to windfalls
and work needed to be done after the hunting season. We found some windfalls from
camp to the old camps at the head of the pond so it stands to reason there will be more or
less all along.
Moose are beginning to show up all over the country, in fact, we would have met one on
our trail a couple weeks ago if we hadn’t had the dogs but they jumped him and gave
chase for over a mile. Bear are raising cain in the orchards and coon are very plentiful.
Mr. Taylor has already caught 9 in his orchard alone. We plan to stay on out here to Dead
River this winter as El has a job again with Mr. Witham cutting pulp when our season is
over.
Louise is a very busy lady in school, she has grown tall and has gained in weight also.
We were very fortunate in getting Elwyn’s niece to teach for 10 weeks and she is staying
here with us only she don’t see much of us but she is very capable so manages to keep the
ball rolling here which is a great help to me. When she leaves and if they succeed in
getting another teacher, I think my mother will come and look after Louise until the
hunting season is over.
As far as we know no one has been over the trail all summer and that seems odd in these
days of “hoofing it.”
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We want to thank who ever was responsible for sending the “Time” magazines to us, we
surely enjoyed what we had time for and I have them packed up waiting until the work’s
all done this Fall so we can enjoy them further.
Please give our regards to all our Washington friends and tell Miss Stephenson that I
thought of her chin quivering as I watched Louise take her last dip in the pond. She
mastered swimming this year and has a few new strokes all her own. I think she will be
Gertrud Erderle the second.
October 11, 1943. Marion Park to A. Hoen and Company, Chester and Biddle
Streets, Baltimore, Maryland.
Gentlemen:
With reference to your bill of October 1st, there is enclosed herewith the amount of
$25.00. This leaves the remaining balance, according to your account, as $37.00.
We trust that we will be in a position to completely close out the account very shortly.
October 26, 1943. Myron Avery to Mrs. Elwyn E. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps,
North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Storey:
Your letter of October 6th was the best news that I have had for many a day. I am
certainly very much indebted to you for taking your time to write me so fully about what
has happened during this summer. All of your Washington friends will be interested in
knowing what has happened, so I have taken the liberty of passing your letter on to Miss
Park, Miss Stephenson, Miss Nichol and the others to read. They will get quite a kick out
of it.
We just had a ninety degree day down here last week, so it is a little hard to realize that
there is snow on top of the mountain now.
You certainly seem to have had a very busy summer. We are glad to know that you had a
good season as far as the people were concerned. We were afraid that the transportation
problems might cause you considerable difficulty.
We are sorry to learn that your record succumbed to the seven pounder but it does build
up the reputation of the Pond for fishing. The people who were there last year still find it
a little hard to believe that there were 135 fish that came out of the Pond.
It is interesting to know that moose are coming back into the country. There is nothing
very much that we can say about things down here. It is just a matter of constant work
with the hope that the war will be over some day and we can get back to the normal trend
of life. Days pass so quickly that I am hardly conscious of the fact that the year is almost
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over. I did not have any opportunity to leave Washington. A few people, including Miss
Park and Miss Stephenson, did get to Maine. They listened to the call of duty rather than
going where they wanted to go, which would not be hard for you to guess. In the Long
Pond region the route had been very badly blocked by lumbering. So, the four girls, aided
by one poor man, succeeded in getting this re-opened and re-marked so that the route is
open for travel again. I have no idea as to what next summer will bring but you can be
very sure that we will be back at West Carry Pond at the first opportunity.
I note what you have to say about the Trail conditions and we shall be very glad to have
Mr. Storey do what he can when he can. Even though there is very little travel, by
keeping it open and in fair shape, we will simplify our problems when things return to
normal.
I am glad to note that you find the Time Magazines of interest. We sent you another set
of magazines a day or two ago.
Louise certainly must be quite a girl these days.
Again thanking you for your letter and counting on hearing from you from time to time as
to what is happening around the Carry Ponds, with best regards from all your Washington
friends,
October 26, 1943. Myron Avery to Albert B. Brushaber, 1215 Madison Avenue, New
York City.
Dear Mr Brushaber:
Some members from a small work party of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club have told
me that you and one or two others from the New York Chapter of the A.M.C. were on
The Appalachian Trail in Maine this year. Murray Stevens also said something to me to
the same effect.
I should like very much to have some word from you as to the conditions you
experienced. It would be extremely helpful to us to have this information. Much of the
section which you traversed has not been worked on since 1942. I am sorry indeed that
your trip had to be made under such circumstances, for I should have liked to have had
you see the Trail to Maine when it was well cleared and open for travel.
You, of course, appreciate our difficulties. With the war and the closing down of some of
the sporting camps, it is a situation of simply not being able to get a person to the area to
do the work. We have funds available but there is no way of getting anything done. A
few years back we had considerable difficulty with beaver flowages. The townships were
opened up and the beaver trapped out. However, from what Stevens said, I presume that
the beaver have returned and with the absence of the trappers, have flourished to a degree
which causes considerable difficulty on the Trail.
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You need not go into the situation from the Rainbow Lake Outlet north, for I am fully
aware of the difficulties there.
I was unable to be in Maine this summer and for this reason I do not have as much
information as I would customarily acquire. This means that your observations as to what
you may have experienced will be particularly helpful to us.
The work party this year was, of course, very limited. It did much to take care of the
situation on the Barren-Chairback Range, so that that is now completely re-opened for
travel. Next year - if there is any possibility - I think we will try what we can do with
respect to the mess around Rainbow Lake.
CC to Mr. Stevens, Mr. Heard, Miss Stephenson
October 29, 1943. Myron Avery to Bruce C. Beach, 110 SchoolHouse Lane,
Ardmore, Pennsylvania.
Dear Bruce:
I was very glad indeed to have your letter of October 4th. I appreciate your taking time to
tell me of your trip.
News from the Katahdin area - as well as the Trail in Maine - has been decidedly scanty.
I was in Maine on business for two or three days in the early summer and I saw the Forest
Commissioner who told me of the program for Katahdin this year. Little was
contemplated and from what I have heard, there were very few people in there.
I had hoped that I might have a week’s leave in Maine, This did not materialize but four
of our very capable ladies and one man were on the Barren-Chairback Range around
Long Pond and did a very much needed job in the way of straightening up difficulties
there.
Our problem in Maine is mainly one of finding someone to do the necessary Trail work. I
am inclined to think that that section around Rainbow is the very worst portion of the
entire route. It has not been worked on for two years, I had hoped we could get Clifford
to do something this year.
If we have any opportunity another year, I think that we will try to get in to Katahdin and
down as far as Rainbow. Since Nahmakanta has been closed two years, I am afraid the
conditions are bad all of the way down to Potters.
What you tell me about the toll dam is all new.
I am glad to have your good report of Mrs. York, Jr. I had had a couple of letters from
Junior but with characteristic style, he omitted any reference to his wife. Your letter was
really our first knowledge.
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We have been mounting our Katahdin slides. We have something like 200 Kodachromes
and they are certainly outstanding. I hope we will have an opportunity to see yours some
of these days.
I appreciate hearing from you and if, as I hope, you have the good fortune to be back in
that area another year, I trust you will let me know how matters stand.
October 30, 1943. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camps, The Forks,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
I have received your letter and I appreciate your writing me in answer to my question
about a possible change in the Trail route. I had thought that perhaps a relocation around
the lake in the green woods might keep the route out of the grass and raspberry bushes in
the burned area but what you have to say determines the matter. After reading your letter,
I have dropped this thought as a means of improving the condition.
I am afraid that with two years of non-use, we are going to have an awfully difficult
situation with the old trail. There must be a lot of down logs apart from the grass. If the
fire warden on Moxie Bold wanted to extend his time, we could make arrangements to
pay him at the same rate as the State does for clearing out the Trail. I tried to work out
some arrangement with the Chief Fire Warden but no one seems to be much interested in
doing the work. I can try again next spring.
It is beginning to get cool down here. If at any time you see anyone who would be in a
position to put in any work in reclearing the Trail or have a chance to sound out the fire
warden as to his interest, you might let us know.
We are glad to know you find the magazines of interest and we shall continue to send
them on from time to time unless you indicate to the contrary.
I have given your best regards to Miss Park and the rest of your Washington friends.
October, 1943

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ARTICLES
By
Myron H. Avery
(August, 1943)
SUPPLEMENT
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On Blue Ridge and Allegheny Mountain Trails. September, 1943. Leaflet 6" x 9*;
illustrated. Issued by Potomao Appalachian Trail Club, Inc,, Washington, D.C.
November 3, 1943. Paul R. Jenks, Appalachian Mountain Club, to Myron Avery.
My dear Commander Avery:
I greatly regret to report that after all, your sign was not placed by our trail crew. It
arrived after the boys had gone to the Mahoosuc, the next to the last week of their season.
The final week they spent at Katahdin, returning home only the day before they were to
break up and leave Whitefield.
I had directed that your sign was to be placed at all costs, but the layout connected with
Labor Day would have require two of them to stay several more days, and they didn't do
it. I Informed Austin Chase and asked him if he could think of any way to get the sign
there, e.g., through Joe Dodge and/or some tramper going up there, but have heard
nothing from him; and of course the sign is now locked up in the Club house. I am very
sorry that things turned out this way.
The copies of A.T. Publications Nos.14 and 15 which you so kindly sent me during the
summer were very carefully read. In one sense there was absolutely nothing that I could
offer in the line of criticism or improvement or suggestion. I have increasingly approved
the A.T. publications and practices since their inception.
But in the matters of minute minutiae (punctuation, word order, etc.) I found a number of
instances (quite large in one sense but very small proportionally) of either obvious errors
or unconsciously interior usages, which, while very small potatoes, might be considered
for possible revisions.
I have always been strenuous for good English in literature about our trails, and I have
rejoiced to note the high standards in this respect which have been maintained by you and
your writers (in strong contrast with a lot of the A.M.C. products , over which I have had
a great many battles, and am having a mean one today over a rewrite of an article of mine
in Appalachia, where some one on the committee has murdered my ms., introducing two
mixed metaphors and several misstatements of fact in the opening paragraph!).
For that very reason you might care to see my notes, but I would prefer not to bother with
them unless you would really desire to see them. Even in my retirement from teaching I
have quite enough to keep me out of mischief and don’t care to waste time on futilities.
So, some time, just drop me a line if you would positively like to see these notes.
November 6, 1943. Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camps, The Forks, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Thank you so much for the magazines you sent recently. They are greatly appreciated I
can assure you. I am afraid it is going to be hard work to get anyone to trim out the trail
as everyone is in war work. The fire warden on the mountain gets 5.00 a day now, that is
when he is on the mountain or on pay. If I should learn of anyone that I can get to do the
work I will let them start at once. Lots of rain up here for the past few weeks. I had two
friends from Lowell Mass. at my camp for a week. I told them they were welcome to my
bedroom and they could bring their own food, and they brought plenty. They did not
know much about this country right about here, so I took one (Wallace Hoare) out the
first Monday they were here. Took him over to Mosquito Pond where we took a canoe,
crossed the pond then up a stream for a couple of hundred yards, landed and here I told
Hoare to go ahead on a trail I had spotted and I would be just a few steps behind, but that
I would not have a shell in the chamber of my rifle, to be safe. He went very, very slowly
and had gone not over four hundred yards when this buck loomed up and Hoare dropped
him. It was an eight-point buck with a perfect set of horns. Buck dressed about 175#, so
you can see it was a good one. Hoare was so pleased he said he could kiss me for
bringing him in to this place. It may interest you to know that Roland Hoar and wife have
taken over Troutdale Camps, moving in a week ago. Roland was formerly a game warden
in this district and a year ago he married Helen Marr of Marrs Camps, Indian Pond. Helen
was for a number of years the cook at Marrs and they sure put out good food. Hoar has
three children by a former marriage, two girls and a boy and all are old enough to work at
Troutdale. I should say the girls are 14-16 and the boy about the same age. Of course it’s
quite an undertaking but the Hoar family will be quite a crew in itself and I do hope they
make a go of it. Mrs. Hoar is very quiet but a great worker and an excellent cook. I will
talk with Roland Hoar and it may be that William his son could do some work on the trail.
William has worked in the woods near The Forks all summer and is a good husky lad.
Anyway I will talk it over with Roland Hoar and meantime it might be well to advise me
what you pay a day for this work. You see if William should undertake the work it would
be near home and I feel confident he would be fair and do a great job, for I consider
Roland Hoar very square and not one who would try any trickery. Gallagher is still in
Portland on R.R. work. There are quite a few trees down on the trail from the lake up
toward Bald Mt., that is toward #12. You probably remember coming from the old #12
campyard. Anyway I will do all I can to help you get some of the trail work done.
Meantime don’t work too hard. Best regards to any of “The Caravan” you may see.
November 6, 1943. Stanley B. Attwood, The Lewiston Daily Sun, to Myron Avery.
Friend Myron:
What’s the elevation of Chimney Peak. I've tried magnifying glasses, etc., and can't read
the contours on the Katahdin quadrangle.
My book is coming along very well. Have been at it 15 months and estimate it will take
another year. You'll be able to find the what and where of anything in Maine that's on the
maps except the tote roads and schoolhouses and private camps; also a lot of other things.
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Expect getting it published will be a problem but that's something to worry about in the
future.
Am not sure about any climbing in the future. Had an attack of some pneumonia type,
last Fall. Went out to play golf and couldn't make the hill. Have been improving
gradually and may be OK again. Any way, I'm still interested. Didn't do any harm this
Summer as we couldn't go anywhere anyway.
If we ever get to Baldpate again will take along a portable mill to handle the raspberry
bushes.
November 9, 1943. Myron Avery to Osborne 0. Heard, 3940 Lowndes Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland.
Dear Osborne:
As usual, your letter is of very considerable interest to many people. I would like to have
your permission to pass it on to the people who deal with shelters, Trailway News, Class
"D" members, slides, etc.
I had thought of calling you by phone; then it occurred to me that it might be better to
talk with you after I had explained the situation.
With respect to November 23rd, if there is to be a symposium on Katahdin, we would
almost be disposed to beg for an opportunity to be present, let alone consider it a burden
to do something in that connection. This comes at a most opportune time. I don't know
whether I ever told you that I made arrangements personally with Dyer and supplied
Kodachrome so that he could get photographs of the unusual areas of the mountain and
some winter views. Dyer's slides are an extraordinary collection. Miss Aughey, who is a
very competent Kodachrome worker, has taken over the slide work. We are working by
states. Katahdin is a separate category. Last week we mounted the Katahdin slides and
found that we had in all something like 175. We had a showing last evening and we have
reduced the set to around 90. All are of a very high order photographically and give the
area a most complete coverage. So, as far as the symposium is concerned, we have a very
full set of material. The question would be how much time you would want to allocate to
us. The geology—glacial--fits into the geography so that one cannot help covering it in a
general way.
We feel that this would be an unusual opportunity to exhibit our Katahdin material, so we
would want to send over for exhibition a Maine Guidebook, Bibliography, Katahdin
Reprint and some of the articles in the recent issues of In the Maine Woods. As far as the
literature is concerned, from my own collection as a matter of exhibition, I could bring
practically anything you wished.
The Park Service set of photographs which were taken in 1937 are very fine. I do not
believe that the Park Service report will be of general interest.
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Our Katahdin collection is still lacking a number of items which were in the old black
and white collection. This is particularly true of the historical slides. These were four inch
slides. One or two give an impression of the Great Basin which none of the Kodachromes
equal in any way. We are also handicapped by lack of a good slide of the Katahdin
Region Map. The old black and white collection contained a photograph of the Hamlin
Model of Katahdin which gave a very good impression of its topography.
Two questions. Is there any possibility or feasibility of running in a few of these black
and white four inch slides? Second, if we sent to you a Katahdin Region map, could it be
available as a slide for use on the 23rd? Miss Park, Miss Stephenson, Miss Aughey and
Miss Nichol are planning to come on the 23rd. We previously expected to attend your
meeting on December 1st.
To conclude a rather rambling letter, there is no limit to what could be exhibited or said
as to Katahdin. I would suggest that perhaps after you get the letter, you call me and let
me know the answers to some of the points which I have raised. We do want to publicize
our Maine guidebook and the Katahdin reprint and I would appreciate your seeing to it
that the notices issued refer to it.
I do not know whether the University of Maine would permit the model of Katahdin to
come to Baltimore but with your ability as an extraordinary diplomatic letter writer, you
might think it worth while to undertake the venture. At any rate, they should send you
copy of the item in the Alumni Magazine which contains a fair pictorial representation.
The difficulty on this Katahdin matter is the question of terminal facilities.
We think that your plan for program meetings is to be much commended. With our
revival of interest in slides, we will be in a position to supply material and it will be very
desirable to have Miss Aughey meet your people who will be caring for this.
We know that there is an error on the lean-to distance to Big Flat. Miss Stephenson
insists that she measured it but I am afraid that she is having some trouble in locating the
data for her idea of half a mile side trail is very much at variance with my appraisal of the
situation. However, as I was unable to find the definite spot where the side trail left the
A.T., I could not say which was side trail and which was main trail.
P.S. We are sending you two Katahdin maps, one for exhibition purposes and one for the
purpose of making the slide. Will you please bear in mind to return these after they have
served their purpose, as we have very few of them left.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
{Copy Miss Aughey, Miss Stephenson}
November 11, 1943. Myron Avery to K. B. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
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Dear Mr, Keister:
I have not had an opportunity to reply to your letter of October 29th.
It is very much a matter of regret to us to seem to find fault and to take your organization
to task. We are Indebted to you for the most complete cooperation. Your publications
have been a source of pride to the Trail Conference and the Trail Club. We have
appreciated your help and interest and particularly your willingness to go along with us
on financial matters. I have the feeling, however, that we have perhaps been as prompt in
payment as the ordinary commercial creditor.
You can appreciate I am disturbed over the Maine guidebook situation. We have a very
large account outstanding. The war situation obviously restricts the use of the trails in this
area and curtails the sales of guides, although they have held up quite well. Your letter of
October 29th was in error in referring to my letter of September 29, 1943. That letter was
written on September 29, 1942. We have had later correspondence with respect to the
financial situation. To be exact, my letter did not convey the blanket authority which your
foreman thought. It merely states –
”1 think I wrote you that we did not want to incur, at this time, the additional
expense of having the remaining 900 assembled. I trust that this will not cause
any particular inconvenience or take up too much space. It might be, however,
that you would prefer to do the assembling - at your leisure - for reasons of your
own in spare time and withhold the billing."
I have noted your letter of September 30th in reply. However, I do feel that we should
have been specifically consulted before incurring this additional liability. We would have
very definitely told you that we did not want to incur any liability for binding or folding
except to the extent that we ordered books. We would place our order in sufficient time to
permit the assembling of the small amount.
As the matter stands, you have added $301 to our account. While we are under no
obligation to pay the bill until they are ordered out, you appreciate the situation. It would
be very difficult to apportion the work unless there were added to our present account 33
cents for each book which we order out. Your plan to show our indebtedness of $301 on
your books is, of course, an obligation that we do not want to admit or recognize at the
present time.
Incidentally, I still have trouble in reconciling invoice No. 435, for this last job was the
assembling and binding of the remaining 900 copies. The matter of paying for the 100
copies sent us has, according to our records here, been cared for in the accounts
previously submitted.
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If you feel we are in error and if you have failed, for over a period of six months to bill us
for the assembling of the 100 copies in the special form of binder, we will be very glad to
be corrected on that point.
We should also like to know what was done in the way of inserting the yellow and the
blue supplements, 1942 and 1943, in the bound volumes as well as the additional fly
sheet marked "Katahdin”, which was omitted and sent to us separately for insertion. We
should have wanted to give directions in these particulars.
November 18, 1943. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
This has been a very bad year Indeed. We are wondering what has happened to you. You
used to keep us well posted as to what was going on in the Bigelow area. We have not
heard a word from anyone, from Mr. Wing or Mr. Blackwell or anyone. He had told me
before that he hoped to clear out the half mile which we were obliged to leave in the Sag
between Little Bigelow and Bigelow. As far as I know, probably no trail work whatever
was done in the Bigelow area. It must be pretty bad in some spots.
I hope that you will find time to let us know what has been going on. This uncleared
section on the mountain bothers me a great deal and I wish very much there was some
way of getting something done in that connection.
November 18, 1943. Myron Avery to A. B. Bushaber, 1215 Madison Avenue, New
York City.
Dear Mr. Brushaber:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of November 1st.
I am very appreciative of the expressions contained in your letter and of your
consideration and realization of the difficulties of Trail maintenance in distant areas
during the War. However, there was no reason why you should have any apprehension in
expressing fully your impressions and reactions. I am very sorry, as I have said, that you
could not have traveled the Trail when it was being properly maintained. We view this
Trail work as a task to be done - in which we find by the way very considerable pleasure.
The war situation had not only restricted our maintenance work but our opportunities for
knowledge. It was to provide a substitute means of getting the information which we
have had that I wrote to you.
I can appreciate the difficulties in the way of growth, particularly in many areas. I am
very much at a loss to understand how there could have been so much difficulty
experienced through the Trail marking. The route from Katahdin to Berry’s camps at
Yoke Ponds was repainted in 1939 when, after the Appalachian Trail Conference at
Katahdin, we took some fifty people down the Trail. In ordinary course it would have
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been repainted in 1942. From Berry’s to Blanchard was thoroughly recleared and
repainted in 1941; I was with this party and know that the work was of a very high grade.
Our work in 1942 was in the Bigelow area. Our small but efficient party of 1943
succeeded in restoring the difficulties created by lumbering on the Barren-Chairback
Range.
I rather presume that your greatest difficulty was encountered in the fire-killed stretch of
about two miles on the west slope of Moxie Bald, This is an extraordinarily difficult
problem. It is impossible to relocate it. The only way that the Trail route can be indicated
is by mowing. This is costly and laborious but we have been able to have it done up to
1942. There has been an exodus from Moxie Bald and of our two available laborers, one
is dead and the other called back for war work.
As far as the route in Maine is concerned, there are two very important objectives which
would not be apparent to one particularly familiar with the country. One was the
importance of using routes where there is local use which would insure some degree of
assistance in maintenance. The second is the fact that the country is very broken. There is
no continuous range of mountains and I think we have taken in all of the high land by the
main Trail or side trails. Further, our scheme of having available a sporting camp at the
end of each day’s journey has been a major consideration.
Maine is a very wet country. Few trail travelers appreciate this. A wet season makes it
particularly bad. We have tried to warn against it in the guidebook. Unless the trails can
be mowed, the grass and raspberry bushes, in day [dry?] weather with the heavy dew,
means that one is going to be thoroughly soaked to the waist each day. This soon causes
shoes and clothing to disintegrate.
I am sorry indeed that we did not know that your party was planning this trip. Presumably
you did not even have the benefit of the 1942 supplement sheet. As trail conditions now
are subject to much varying conditions of maintenance, we welcome the opportunity to
receive word of trips such as yours so that we may offer the latest information and
suggestions. In your case we would have suggested an arrangement with Clifford to have
used a canoe ferry on Rainbow Lake which would have avoided a very difficult area and
we would have given you the most recent word as to the Barren-Chairback area. If you
learn of any parties planning extensive trips on the Trail, do suggest to them that they get
in touch with the Trail Conference to obtain the latest available information. We are sure
these days that it may make for a more profitable and pleasant trip.
I have read with considerable interest the item on The Appalachian trail. If the series of
papers on the places visited is distributed to the Chapter membership, I have not received
them.
Our experience at Trail Conference Headquarters is that on some occasions the less
accurate that an article is, the more interest it seems to arouse. This was particularly true
of an item in Travel Magazine, which almost literally contained an error in every
sentence. You may be interested to know that the very brief half-page item on The
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Appalachian Trail in the Reader’s Digest brought by actual count 2,463 requests for
information.
Our Tennessee and North Carolina friends might find local pride touched by the spelling
of Clingman’s Dome but the item is far more factually correct than the usual accounts. It
may be of interest to you to see the publication on the Trail and the available literature
which we send out in answer to inquiries and to have a copy of our booklet, "Suggestions
for Appalachian Trail Users”. I have sent these to you under separate cover.
As I have written at some length and since you know the person who acted as the head of
the party, I am wondering if perhaps you would be disposed to pass on my first letter of
inquiry and this letter. We are looking for specific information as to points where
maintenance is particularly bad as well as where obscurity in marking was encountered.
November 18, 1943. Myron Avery to Paul R. Jenks, 141-48 - 33rd Avenue, Flushing,
L.I., New York.
Dear Mr. Jenks.
Thank you for your letter of November 3rd. The fault in failing to get the sign to the
A.M.C. Trail Crew in time for the Mahoosuc trip was entirely ours. We appreciate very
much the interest which you have exhibited in the matter. If it is not too much to ask, we
would very much appreciate your bearing the matter in mind to see that it is taken in next
year.
Indeed we would be very glad to have the notes which you have made in connection with
Publications Nos. 15 and 17. We would specifically ask that you let us have the benefit of
your suggestions. Our editorial board intends to maintain a high standard of correct form.
However, due to the pressure of activity and the necessity of compromising correctness
with costs, we have not always been able to attain the standards which we have set.
I am afraid, too, that some of my eccentricities of style may account for some of the
difficulty. As to these, I can only plead a writer’s personal privilege. To me--and I am
afraid that I shall never repent the error--the period belongs at the end of the sentence-outside of the quotation marks. My omission of the use of commas before "and” is said to
be highly individualistic. All I can say is that I seem to have applied my personal views
as to the logic of the situation and I am quite aware that I could not say for my views-whatever my merit or lack of merit--that they accord with recognized practice.
We have about 300 copies left of Publication No. 15. We have just reprinted 10,000
copies of No. 17. If you care to send on your notes, you may be very sure that they will
be used to very good advantage. You perhaps have noticed our practice to distinguish by
abbreviation between Mount and Mountain. We are conscious that we are not following
A.M.C. practice in this connection.
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All of us are very much in accord with the views of the next to the last paragraph of your
letter.
Copy to Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson
November 19, 1943. Marion Park to Director, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington,
D.C.
Dear Sir:
The Appalachian Trail Conference has received an inquiry from one of its constituent
members who is preparing a book on mountains of Maine. This inquiry has reference to
the Geological Survey Katahdin sheet. Our correspondent has asked for the elevation of
Chimney Peak. This is the peak on the Knife Edge just across a noticeable gap from
Pamola.
It may well be that this point will not be marked on the map but from Pamola there is
almost a vertical drop into the gap at the head of the Chimney and a very steep ascent to
the Chimney Peak.
I appreciate very much that your office is busily occupied and if this inquiry involves any
labor, we shall be very glad to advise our correspondent accordingly, for we should not
wish to trouble you in this connection. In reply it would be sufficient to note the elevation
on this letter.
November 19, 1943. Myron Avery to Stanley Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
I have your letter of November 6th and I am glad to hear from you again.
The status of your book interests all of us. I have passed the word on to Miss Park and
Miss Stephenson.
I am extremely sorry to hear of your attack of pneumonia. I am sure that your present
condition is only transitory and that you will be again climbing mountains with your
usual zest. It will be a great blow to not only your local organization but The Appalachian
Trail Conference if your interest subsides to the armchair activities.
I was unable to find an opportunity to leave Washington but some five people, including
Miss Park and Miss Stephenson, went to the Barren-Chairback Range and did some very
necessary re-marking. Our sore spots in Maine are Moxie Mountain and Rainbow Lake.
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We are writing the Geological Survey, as we feel that it will be necessary to check the
work sheets to get the elevation of Chimney Peak and we will pass on the information as
soon as it comes to us.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
November 19, 1943. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
1 have your letter of November 6th. I am glad to know that you find the magazines of
interest and we will continue to send them on to you.
That was certainly good hunting.
I am much interested to know about the change in management at Troutdale Camps. It is
good to see them operating again. I am afraid, however, that they will find them pretty
much run down and it will take a lot of work to get them under way. We will note in our
guidebook that the camps are operating again.
It would seem to me that the boy would be just the answer to the question of finding
someone to work on the Trail. As far as paying the boy is concerned, I would be glad to
do whatever you think would be a fair rate. We need to get the work done and I think as
you do that he would treat us fairly. It is going to take a good deal of work to get the
thing in shape. It may be too late to think of doing anything now and the best thing to do
would be to start in next spring. At any rate, if you can make any arrangements for us, we
shall certainly be much obliged to you.
I am telling Miss Park and Miss Stephenson and some of the other people of the
developments at your camp.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
November 21, 1943. Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]{J. S.: Pass on to Heard and return. M.H.A.}
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your welcome letter today and I will reply at once. I am sorry to admit that not
much work was done on any of our A. trails in this region this summer. Now—there
really is one real excuse why not much work has been done—It’s the same story that
explains many undone jobs—lots of personal work and no help. I never was so busy in
my life I am sure as I have been this summer. And no help—So I have had to do almost
all of my jobs myself and alone. And it seems these jobs just have to be done—now—I
have—just the same—done a bit of axe work myself on this end of the Bigelow Blue trail
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as far as Cranberry Peak. I have made—on Sundays, 3 trips to Bigelow—And each time I
carried an axe and chopped thru several blow-downs. And throwed brush out of the trail
going up and down.
I have not been able to find any time at all to get on to Sugarloaf although I did have my
plans to get to the summit at least and over to Mt. Abram. Bad weather prevented two
week end trips. A slight accident in a fall which injured my right knee kept me from
another trip. So I guess I was jinxt. I had plans to spend a few days up in the Sugarloaf
region but as I say the plans fell through. Now—I did talk with a young man who had
been up as far as the leanto on Sugarloaf and spent a night there. But on account of a very
hard rain and fog he did not get to the summit. I asked him about the leanto and he said it
was in good condition. The lumber jacks left it O.K. He said the trail to as far as the
leanto was all right. Now and then a tree across but good walking for the most.
I will hunt about that piece of trail you mention on Bigelow and it is too bad it wasn’t
cleared out. I hear Blackwell has also been about the busiest man in his work this year he
ever was. He had lots of telephone line work—and no help. Every once in a while a
man—no regular help—I don’t know about Viles Wing. I saw him but very little all
summer. Trying to get a young man to help do anything is of course out for the duration.
Right here in little Stratton we have 74 boys in uniform. About half of them—well—you
know—fighting the enemy. But let us cheer up. I am in hopes this war will be all over in
a year or less from now. Then we can get some of our boys together and make some trips
and do some needed work on our trails.
So Myron to boil it all down—It’s just lack of time and help that has prevented work on
our trails and nothing else. I can assure you it is certainly not lack of interest. It seems
that all of us in this region take a great interest in our woods, mountains and their trails.
And I am sure really more work is done on our trails by people who travel along them
with an axe than in most sections. Of course the A.T. to the Bigelow lookout is O.K. And
I hope it’s O.K. Very good from here to Cranberry Peak. So it’s that section you mention
that needs more work. I think I wrote you that I had made another trip to Sugarloaf. Well
I put the bronze register up there. Didn’t I write you that? Well I done some axe work on
that second trip. Please write me again when you can.
Later. In 24 hours in one storm we have had 39 in. of snow. We are 100% snow bound.
I’ll send you photos soon of the “Monster” storm.
December 1, 1943. Albert B. Brushaber, 20 Pine Street, New York, 5, to Myron
Avery
Dear Commander:
Please excuse my delay in answering your letter of November 18th regarding our
findings during a trip over the A. T. in Maine last August, but the excuse is the time taken
to dig out the data. The following points which have been checked with the others who
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went with me may be of some help to you. I want to particularly state that none of these
observations is made in a carping sense but, on the contrary, factual.
Observations on the A. T. August, 1943
1. Chimney Pond - definitely needs caretaker. Why not some husky squaw for this work
if a male is lacking. Place needs cleaning up, tidying and minor repairs before major ones
result.
2. We have only praise for the trail from Baxter Peak to York's Camps. Trail from canoe
landing on east end of Daicey Pond to York's Camps was very scrubby - suggest a bit of
cutting.
3. Beaver flows south of Penobscot West Branch are difficult to detour. Suggest a bit of
cutting. York, Jr. must have gone bear hunting last fall instead of trail clearing along this
stretch as he led us to believe. Suggest definite trail be blazed around beaver swamp.
4. Trail between York's and upper end of Rainbow Lake needs clearing.
5. Trail around south shore of Rainbow Lake from outlying camps to dam camps is
practically obliterated by windfalls, growth and swamps of muck and mire. Horrible area.
6. Poison ivy could be cleared from trail just before it crosses Pollywog stream, or else
trail relocated.
7. Mahar Camps were all under water. Mosquitoes like elephants and swarming in clouds.
Blue blazes from there to White House Camps were few and far between - usually
entirely missing. Route was followed by guess and by God, and navigated through muck,
mire and water while being enveloped and picked to the bone by insects.
8. Trail around north shore of Lower Joe Mary Lake all under water and obliterated by
growth of brambles, grasses, ferns, etc. and windfalls.
9. Dam over outlet of Crawford Pond very precarious - exercise caution.
10. Side trails to views on Little Boardman Mt. covered with windfalls, and so overgrown
no views were obtainable.
11. See York Ponds - Third West Branch Pond page 203. Trapper's Cabin unoccupied
and locked. Site very messy.
12. More careful blazing needed at lumber campyard (p. 208).
13. The turn uphill at White Brook should be more carefully marked. Trail and markers
have been entirely eroded by high water and precious time was lost seeking trail.
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14. From Hay Brook to Hay Brook Falls trail overgrown, obscure markers, many
obliterated. Beaver flows.
15. Boat at Hermitage rests in repose upon bottom, half filled with silt and gravel and
with water rushing over it. Ford with shoes on. Stones very sharp. Current rapid.
16. From Perham's over Barren - Chairback range - slash. From blue-blazed trail from
Perham's to A. T. on Chairback fairly good. From there to Blue Trail to Dore's difficult,
but can be followed through blowdowns, slash, overgrown swamps and grasses. Blazes
needed.
17. Blue-blazed trail to Dore's well cut and marked.
18. Blue-blazed side trails on Barren Mt. impossible. Cloud Pond surrounded by
impenetrable bog and growth of swamp grass. No trail.
19. Bodfish Valley Farm might well be passed by.
20. Omitted trail from Bodfish Valley to Blanchard.
21. Good accommodations at Braeburn Hotel, Guilford, Maine.
22. A few indistinct spots en route up Moxie Bald Mt., but generally good trails. Shelter
O.K.
23. Hospitality plus extended by watchman, on Moxie.
24. Follow Fire Trail down Moxie to south end of Moxie Pond - A. T. all overgrown to
Troutdale. Obtain boat to other side and pick up A. T. at old R.R. tracks. Watchman will
arrange for transportation with native.
25. Serious beaver flows shortly beyond old Comber campground. (Detour left)
26. Trail in this section has several very indistinct areas.
In closing, I would like to say we found no difficulty on the west slope of Moxie Mt.
Being advised of its impassability, we took an alternate route. We did note, however, that
whenever the A. T. crossed high land the side trails to view points were in the majority of
cases impassable.
As a gratuitous suggestion, the Appalachian Trail Conference might make an effort to
stimulate a higher standard in accommodations, service, and variety of food, especially
trail lunches rendered trampers of the trail.
I would also like you to know that we were aware of your warnings regarding "dews and
damps" having diligently perused the 1942 edition of the Guide to the A. T. in Maine and
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had taken due consideration of all equipment. Last August and prior thereto must have
been very wet, however, since even the warnings in the guide book in no way prepared us
for the sub-sea level terrain through which we plodded. We also had the benefit of the
1943 supplement sheet, and studied it minutely every night.
Trusting the foregoing rambling comments may be helpful to you, and giving repeated
assurances of our appreciation of the splendid overall job you have done from Maine to
Georgia,
{Copy Stephenson, Heard, Sawyer, Dyer, York}
December 10, 1945. Myron Avery to Albert B. Brushaber, 20 Pine Street, New York
City.
Dear Mr. Brushaber:
Thank you very much for your letter of December 1st. I such appreciate your pains to be
specific. These details will be of much assistance to us another year.
The high water very much surprises me. The flooding out at the Mahar Campground and
at Joe Mary Lake must have been due to holding the water at a higher level than usual. I
never encountered that before. If it persists, a relocation will be needed.
I shall look for the poison ivy at Pollywog. I have never seen it in northern Maine except
on Billfish Mountain north of Katahdin.
We hope next year to concentrate on the Rainbow problem.
Again thanking you for taking the time to detail these items,
December 24, 1943. Fred Greenhalgh to Myron Avery. [Difficult hand-writing]
My dear Mr. Avery:
I am way behind time this year in getting my Xmas cards out, but I am sure you will be
glad to hear the reason why. I have only just returned from a week’s stay in Maine, not at
camp this time but at a friend’s home in a small place called Cedar Grove, about 29 mi.
from Augusta. But I did get up to see Leon and the folks after they had closed the camps
up. Leon had a very good summer and fall season, and was very busy as he could not get
any one to help him. Sorry to say I found them all suffering from the flu, even little
Jimmy who could only muster up a feeble Hello Uncle Fred to greet me after not seeing
me for 2 years. Mrs. Potter said Leon had worn himself down very thin working so hard
early and late but by taking it very easy now, and sleeping plenty, he had put on 10 lbs. in
2 weeks. He said he would like to take it easy all winter but was already getting restless
and the G.N.P.C. were after him to go scaling for them at some camp. They are very low
on pulp wood and having a hard time getting any men. I think he was rather fed up on
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working in the ship yard, where I think he figured you were supposed to do things in the
slowest most wasteful way you could, and that didn’t set well with him. Then one of the
boys who comes up to camp hunting wants him to go down to Mass. and work in their
place making caskets. Leon did work there a while last year, so he did not know just what
he would do when I left. Even might go out to the Coast to see that part of the country.
Hunting was very good at camp, about every body there got their deer. We had cold
windy weather while I was at Leon’s and the night I left the wind blew a gale and it went
down to 20 below zero, and my train was 6 hours late in reaching Boston. Elinor has
since come down with Jimmie and going to live for awhile in Patterson N.J. where her
husband is working in a plane factory. I hope that little Jim is not going to be brought up
in Patterson, but will be back in Maine soon where Leon can teach him all about canoes,
the woods, hunting and fishing. I know that Leon and Mrs. P. hated to have him leave
them. While at my friends in Cedar Grove we had a record breaking snowstorm for so
early in the season, as a couple of days before Thanksgiving Day we had a 2 foot on the
level fall and I never expect to see a more beautiful sight than on the morning of Nov.
24th when the sun came out brightly and shone on everything heavily covered with snow,
as there was no wind at all. But beautiful as it was it did a lot of damage to trees, phone
poles, and wires and blocked the roads so we had no mail from Monday until Friday
afternoon. We lost phone and electricity for over 2 days and it spoiled all chance of our
getting a deer, as the earlier part of Nov. had been so very mild we had put off our
hunting until the last week of the hunting season ending Nov. 30th and then came that
storm. At first it was too soft for snow shoeing and then later on a noisy crust formed that
gave deer warning when you were a mile away and so no deer for us. It was a farming
country where I was but quite a lot of deer were shot around there we heard. I had a good
time and feel better for my stay. My friend was born right there and lived there as a boy.
He had just retired from business and had restored the old home place into a fine home
with every comfort and convenience-making electricity do everything possible. Had
enough stock to keep their table supplied in milk, eggs, etc. as he had a cow and a calf, 30
hens and 3 pigs. He had been a partner and chief engineer for a big firm in Boston who
were managers of construction and had put up a lot of buildings for the Navy and for the
Bath Iron Works—one over 700 ft. long without any upright girders on the floor for
building Destroyers at Bath.
I was glad to receive your letter of Dec. last telling me of your now being a Lieut.
Commander in the Navy and I am wondering where this will finally reach you—in
Washington or on some ship. Where ever it is may it find you enjoying good health and if
on a ship may you have good hunting and give em Hell and good luck be with you and
your ship. The Navy is surely doing a fine job when they can get at them. I was glad you
were able to get a bit of a vacation last year and hope you did this last summer also. As I
said before hoping you are enjoying good health also all your family and with my
kindest regards and all good wishes for 1944. I will say good bye for now.
P.S. I just had a letter from my friends in Cedar Grove saying that since I had left they
had had one day 27 below, another 23 below, and 3 or 4 10 below, so it looks as though
Maine was going to have a real winter. Even in N. Y. it was down to 9 above yesterday
morning and that’s like about 9 below in Maine. Leon says he would sooner have it 25
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below in Maine than 25 above in NY; said he was about frozen all the time he was in NY,
down at the Sportsman’s Show 2 or 3 years ago. Again good bye and good luck.
1943. Mrs. E. B. Graves, Sunset Dining Room & Cabins, Andover, Maine, to Maine
Guidebook Comm.
Dear Sir:
We are open as usual this year so you can put the same in 1943 book as 1942.
1943. Marion Park, Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference
Dear Inquirer:
Your inquiry with respect to The Appalachian Trail has been received. In response, I am
enclosing A. T. C. Publication No. 17, which gives a generalized account of The
Appalachian Trail. On the reverse side of this leaflet there is a "List of Publications"
which sets forth the literature available for The Appalachian Trail. You will note that the
route of the Trail is covered by a series of five guidebooks. These guidebooks contain the
information required for actual travel over sections of the Trail. In addition to these
guidebooks, the publications of The Appalachian Trail Conference and its associated
organizations cover, rather fully, other phases of The Appalachian Trail project. These
publications treat of the history of the Trail, the system employed in marking The
Appalachian Trail, equipment, camping, preparation of guidebooks, shelters, and other
kindred subjects.
If you have had no previous familiarity with The Appalachian Trail or with trail travel
generally, I particularly call to your attention Publication No. 15, "Suggestions for
Appalachian Trail Users." It presents a very full and complete account of The
Appalachian Trail project and how to make use of it. This publication has been prepared
in response to numerous inquiries received by The Conference and will, I think, be very
helpful in presenting a complete and adequate picture of the Trail and will obviate
inquiries which may occur to you.
If you particularly desire to keep informed as to current developments along The
Appalachian Trail, I suggest the medium of Appalachian Trailway News. This is issued
three times a year and reports outstanding developments along the Trail route. In addition,
subscriptions to Appalachian Trailway News afford an opportunity to support the Trail
project.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is a volunteer amateur recreational project. Its
activities are entirely the contributions of those who are interested in The Appalachian
Trail. The Conference is made up of individuals, outing clubs and other organizations
which maintain and support the Trail project. There is an individual membership, the
dues of which are $5.00 a year, known as the "Class D" membership. Such members
receive the publications of the Conference, including the guidebooks, currently published
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by it, as well as Appalachian Trailway News. This type of membership affords a means
for close contact with The Appalachian Trail project.
As the Conference is entirely a voluntary project, its facilities are limited. We wish very
much indeed that we were in a position to supply to inquirers comprehensive information
as to the Trail route and the Trail project. You will, however, I believe, find, by carefully
noting the "List of Publications," available information which will adequately deal with
your interest or point of inquiry as to The Appalachian Trail.
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